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Abstract: Accountability as well as 

transparency and information constitute two 

of the seven specific aspects of 'governance' 

identified by the 1992 World Bank document 

on Governance and Development in its quest 

for 'good governance'. Consequently, the 

citizen's right to information is increasingly 

being recognized as an important instrument 

to promote openness, transparency and 

accountability in public administration. In 

fact, invisible government has become 

obsolete in this age of liberalization and 

globalization. The citizens, the stake 

holders, the consumers of public services, 

the beneficiaries of development 

programmes, the civil society organizations, 

the business and commercial houses – all 

must get the information they require form 

the public authorities relating to their 

administration, operations or decisions. 

 

 

Introduction: 
 
The Right to Information Act, 2005 (RTI 

Act) was instituted by Parliament to advance 

the destinations of making administration 

more straightforward and responsible. The 

goal of RTI Act, as expressed in the prelude, 

is to accommodate setting out the down to 

earth administration of appropriate to data 

for the residents to secure access to 

Information under the control of the Public 

Authorities, keeping in mind the end goal to 

advance straightforwardness and 

responsibility in the working of each Public 

Authority and for the constitution of Central 

Information Commission and State 

Information Commission.  

 

The RTI Act enables natives to get 

Information from any 'Open Authority'. It is 

the duty of a Public Authority to supply 

right and finish Information inside the 

predetermined time to any individual 

looking for Information under the RTI Act. 

There are potential outcomes that a Public 

Authority may not go about according to 

arrangements of the RTI Act or a candidate 

may not generally be happy with the choice 

of the Public Authority. The RTI Act 

contains the arrangement for two interests to 

hold over such circumstances. The principal 

request exists in the Public Authority itself 

which is made to an officer assigned as the 

First Appellate Authority by the concerned 

Public Authority. The second interest lies 

with Central Information Commission. 

 

What is Right to Information? 
      

A resident has a privilege to look for such 

Information from a Public Authority which 

is held by the Public Authority or which is 

held under its control. This privilege 

incorporates examination of work, reports 

and records; taking notes, removes or 

confirmed duplicates of archives or records; 

and taking affirmed tests of material held by 

the Public Authority or held under the 

control of the Public Authority.  
 

The RTI Act gives the natives a privilege to 

Information at standard with the Members of 

Parliament and the Members of State 

Legislatures. As indicated by the RTI Act, 

the Information which can't be denied to the 

Parliament or a State Legislature might not 

be denied to any individual. A citizen has a 

right to obtain an Information in the form of 

diskettes, floppies, tapes, video cassettes or 

in any other electronic mode or through 

printouts provided such Information is  

already stored in a computer or in any other 
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device from which the Information may be 

transferred to diskettes etc. 

 

The Information to the candidate ought to 

customarily be given in the shape in which it 

is looked for. In any case, if the supply of 

Information looked for in a specific shape 

would excessively redirect the assets of the 

Public Authority or may make hurt the 

security or conservation of the records, 

supply of Information in that frame might be 

denied.  

 

The RTI Act gives the privilege to 

Information just to the nationals of India. It 

doesn't make arrangement for offering 

Information to Corporations, Associations, 

Companies and so forth which are legitimate 

elements/people, yet not residents. Be that as 

it may, if an application is made by a worker 

or office-carrier of any Corporation, 

Association, Company, NGO and so forth 

showing his name and such 

representative/office conveyor is a national 

of India, Information must be provided to 

such individual. In such cases, it would be 

assumed that a resident has looked for 

Information at the address of the 

Corporation and so on.  

 

Just such Information will be provided under 

the RTI Act which as of now exists and is 

held by the Public Authority or held under 

the control of the Public Authority. It is past 

the extent of the RTI Act to make 

Information, or to decipher Information; or 

to tackle the issues raised by the candidates; 

or to outfit answers to theoretical inquiries. 

 
 

ORIGIN OF THE RIGHT TO 

INFORMATION ACT 2005  
 

The first and far most well-known right to 

information movement in India was the 

Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sanghatan (MKSS), 

an organization for the empowerment of 

workers and  

landless workers and rural poor, which 

began its right to information work in 

Rajasthan during the early 1990s. The 

MKSS started grass route movement, 

demanding access to government 

information on behalf of wage workers and 

small farmers who were often deprived of 

their rightful wages or their just benefits 

under the government sechemes. Through 

their innovative concept of jansunvai or 

public hearing MKSS started demanding 

information from local authorities regarding 

the wages, muster rolls, materials used for 

the construction of roads during famine 

relief work. From the modest beginning in 

the villages of Rajasthan the success of 

MKSS has been a source of inspiration for 

activists in India demanding the information 

from the bureaucracy and the government. 

The struggle of MKSS activists led to a 

nationwide demand for law to guarantee the 

RTI to every citizen, with wide spread 

support from social activists, professionals, 

lawyers and media who are committed to 

transparent and accountable governance and 

people‘s empowerment. The MKSS 

movement in Rajasthan was a turning point 

in the RTI movement and showed that even 

illiterate, socially mute and exploited 

labourers could assert and get their other 

rights conceded by the invoking the RTI. 

The social movements in Rajasthan and 

other states led to the formation of the 

National Campaign for People‘s Right to 

Information in 1996. Various State RTI laws 

were passed during this period, including 

TamilNadu, Delhi, Maharashtra Karnataka, 

Assam, Madhya Pradesh and Goa.Finally, 

the national Freedom of  
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Information Act was pass in 2002. However, 

this Act was not notified and the newly elected 

government (after General Election in 2004), 

got the Right to Information Act passed in 

Parliament in 2005. 

 

OBJECTIVE OF THE ACT  
 

1. To promote transparency and 

accountability in the functioning of the 

government.  

 

2. To set up a practical regime for giving 

citizens access to Information that is under 

the control  of public authorities.  

 

3. To empower the citizens as the law will 

promote the participation of the citizens in 

official decisions that directly affect their 

lives.  

 

4. The effective implementation of RTI Act 

will build public trust in the government 

functioning.  

 

5. It will lead to effective and efficient 

records management technique that is 

needed to facilitate the provision of 

information in response to public interest. 

 

 

Usefulness of RTI Act  
 
    Usefulness of RTI Act can be stated as 

under:  

 

    1. Helps in overall Administrative 

Improvement:  

         Inquiries under RTI Act were gotten 

some information about the financial 

improvement of Panchayats under different 

plans. The appropriate responses uncovered 

a ton of misutilisation of cash. This made 

the general population to enhance the 

authoritative framework to get the full 

preferred standpoint of Government plans 

for provincial improvement. This should be 

repeated to different Panchayats.The 

motivation behind RTI ought to be to 

enhance managerial framework which 

hinders Development. 

 

    2. Remedial Measure to contain 

Corruption:  

        Defilement is hostile to improvement. 

RTI can help in recognizing the philosophy 

and routine with regards to defilement, e.g. 

Bombay University through RTI was 

discovered needing in affiliating a 

foundation to grant MBA degrees, and so on 

without satisfying essential prerequisites. 

 

    3. Procedural Reforms:  

        Appropriate to Information Act can 

help in discovering regarding what is the 

amiss with the strategies, e.g. in Haryana, 

Haryana Urban Development Authority has 

turned into a cave of degenerate practices 

because of wrong systems. Indeed, even to 

get a guide of house cleared may take 

months. There is no hope without cash. 

Accordingly RTI Act is an imperative 

advance in changing the techniques which to 

degenerate practices. 

 

    4. Citizen-Friendly Administration:  

        Grievances under RTI Act uncovered 

in Maharashtra that the posting and 

exchanges are done through letters 

composed by lawmakers to downy the 

general population through them. The 

activity against cops is being taken and this 

would gradually make the police 

organization liable to the general population. 

 

    5. RTI Act can Expose Top Leadership:  

         Data got through RTI Act, 2005 in 

Union and State Commissions uncover that 
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work force at top level are in charge of 

numerous ills in organization. The guideline 

of status in posting is causing numerous 

issues. Just skilled individuals honing some 

moral guidelines and who have confidence 

in releasing their obligations sincerely 

should be put on occupations at more 

elevated amounts. They can set the tone of 

organization under their control. 

 

    6. Delays in Administration:  

        Huge numbers of the protestations 

documented under RTI Act identified with 

delays particularly in settling administration 

conditions, and so on some are purposeful 

postponements to advance debasement while 

generally there are issues in procedural 

practice. In light of the data produced, the 

Government should change the systems 

which hinder responsive organization, e.g. 

privatizing ticket reservation in railroads can 

expel delays and purposeful defilement. 

 

    7. Keep the Administration System 

Active:  

       Appropriate to Information Act, 2005 is 

relied upon to keep the common 

administrations dynamic through criticism 

of the general population through data 

looked for by them. Data asked by the 

general population can likewise help the 

government workers in finding out the 

fulfillment of the general population. In light 

of these inquiries solicited in the shape from 

data can help in producing authoritative 

changes and in keeping the managerial 

framework dynamic. 

 

    8. RTI Act can provide the means to 

improve:  

        RTI Act will create regulatory change 

as exchanges made with tremendous 

measures of cash result in more defilement. 

Along these lines RTI Act can help in taking 

care of the issues of debasement for 

exchange and fleecing the normal 

individuals. Appropriate to data can be 

effective given we adjust the common 

administration and political world class to 

guarantee that the Government can work 

productively. A large portion of the issues 

can be settled on the off chance that we 

evacuate the regulatory bottlenecks. This 

would likewise diminish work of officers 

occupied with the usage of RTI Act. 

 

RTI ACT CHALLENGES 

 
Since came into drive on fifteenth June, 

2005 Right to Information act has been 

effectively working in a large portion of the 

Indian states. The demonstration is 

sanctioned by the state legislature of 

Tamilnadu (1997), Rajasthan (2000), Delhi 

(2001), Maharashtra (2002), Karnataka 

(2002), Assam (2002), Madhya Pradesh 

(2003), and Jammu and Kashmir (2004). 

Research considers demonstrates that in 

their task territory the Right to Information 

act has been confronting numerous extreme 

difficulties. This are-  
 

         (a) Low level of mindfulness among 

individuals is the real test before effective 

usage of Right to Information act. 

Individuals, especially in remote zones are 

not worried about the Right to Information 

act. The examination considers watch that 

the real wellsprings of mindfulness are –  

             (1) Mass media like- television 

channels, newspapers, magazines, journals 

etc.  

             (2) Word of mouth. The nodal 

agency specifically the state government has 

not taken  any potential step to promote 

Right to Information act.  
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         (b) Illiteracy and destitution is another 

significant test before fruitful usage of Right 

to Information act. Appropriate to 

Information act has does not have any 

importance for a Persons who does not have 

enough cash to live, who isn't taught and 

who does not have opportunity. Truth be 

told, their first necessity is the privilege to 

live (ideal to eat, ideal to work and ideal to 

safe house) and afterward Right to 

Information.  

 

         (c) Most of the uneducated even 

instructed people groups don't have the best 

possible learning about open Information 

officers, the strategy of paying charges and 

to get data.  

 

         (d) Non-accessibility of client direct is 

another principle challenge before effective 

RTI act execution. Nonappearance of client 

manage makes trouble with respect to the 

Information searchers to assemble learning 

about the procedure for presenting a RTI 

ask.  

 

         (e) Lack of duty in proficient record 

administration both state and focal 

government guidelines posturing challenge 

before effective execution of RTI act.  

 

         (f) Due to the absence of effective 

record administration framework, general 

society Information Officers confront 

trouble to get exact and simple access of 

data from the concerned division, so it can 

be given to data searchers.  

 

         (g) The non-participation from the 

piece of organization is another significant 

obstacle before RTI act usage in India. The 

―Babu‖ write attitude (pilgrim outlook) 

makes them to utilize data as their own 

right. Here and there for their personal stake 

or to demonstrate their predominance, the 

civil servants would prefer not to reveal the 

essential data to natives.  

 

          (h) Bureaucracy likewise conceals 

data because of a paranoid fear of feedback 

and to give a decent picture of them before 

open.  

 

          (I) Lack of compelling coordination 

and participation among state data chiefs 

and the non-collaboration of offices with 

PIO block the procedure of smooth 

execution of RTI act.  

 

         (j) Lack of observing and survey 

system likewise hampers in fruitful usage of 

RTI act in India.  

 

         (k) The constrained utilization of 

innovation has thwarted powerful usage of 

RTI act. But in a couple of states no viable 

IT framework have been set up to screen and 

write about the transfer of use by open 

experts.  

 

         (l) The usage of RTI act is uneven. It 

isn't similarly actualized to every one of the 

states. Consequently, mindfulness level 

additionally varies from state to state. In 

states like Arunachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand 

and Punjab the mindfulness level about RTI 

act is high, then again familiarity with 

individuals in Gujrat, Madhyapradesh, 

Jharkhand and UP isn't high. Also unique 

guidelines for various states particularly on 

charges and costs make the RTI recording 

incapable.  

 

         (m) Generally, it is watched that 

resigned civil servants are being named for 

the post of largest amount of RTI authorities 

i.e. the data commission at the focal and 

state levels. These commissions are the 
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autonomous of the legislature. Activists are 

of the assessment that these authorities 

regularly indicate thoughtful mentality 

towards their kindred ‗babus.'  

 

          (n) Non-accessibility of essential 

foundation is another genuine obstacle 

before RTI usage. The smooth execution of 

RTI act requires the Public Information 

Officers (PIO) to give data to the candidate 

through photocopies, delicate duplicates and 

so forth. Despite the fact that these offices 

are effortlessly available at regions level, 

however it is a test to get data shape the 

piece/Panchayat level. PIO claims that 

absence of framework bar RTI execution at 

square level. 

 

CONCLUSION 
 

Our nation with every one of its 

expectations, every one of its tears and every 

one of its feelings of dread, should always 

remember that "flexibility is reproduced step 

by step we need to keep the republic that we 

have accomplished. After all flexibility is as 

opportunity does. The defining moment 

between a police raj and individuals' raj is 

found halfway through the right to speak 

freely and articulation from which radiates 

the flexibility to know the approach in 

regards to confinements on this opportunity 

ought to be obviously exact, operationally 

conscious of set up esteems and absolutely 

badgering confirmation.  

 

All around mystery is an identification of 

tyrant government. Resistance isn't a Mantra 

to which the Courts pay regard. Measuring 

open intrigue is an activity, which must be 

with regards to majority rule perfect of an 

open government. The general population 

must know, for keeping up their trust in the 

autonomous working of the legislature that 

the protected prerequisites were agreed to 

before taking the managerial choice The 

general population must realize that no 

diagonal inspiration or thought affected free 

the administration in achieving the choice 

.In S.P. Gupta v. Association of India,1The 

Supreme Court has decided that the 

enthusiasm of equity can't be permitted to be 

blocked by a unimportant control of 

confirmation.  

 

 A State likewise can't be allowed to be a 

judge for choosing about revelation or non-

divulgence of a record especially where the 

State itself is a respondent if that were 

permitted, and afterward the State would be 

in an unassailable relatively invulnerable 

position. This would be entirely conflicting 

with the plan of our laws where autonomy of 

legal is one of the fundamental highlights of 

the Constitution. After all we are 

represented not by men but rather by law. 

The million dollar questions looking for 

answers are:  

          (a) Is the mystery of the internal 

workings of the administration machine so 

essential an open intrigue that it must beat 

even the most basic requests of equity? 

        (b) If the substance of a report don't 

cover the national security, it influence 

conciliatory relations or identify with some 

State mystery of high significance, at that 

point what is so essential about mystery 

government that it must be ensured even at 

the cost of bad form in our courts?  

 

                                                           
1 AIR 1982 SC 149.  
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The concept of 'official secrecy' is the 

specific invention of the bureaucracy and 

nothing is 

so quickly guarded by the administration as 

this mentality, which can't be considerably 

legitimized past some qualified regions 

Bureaucracy normally respects an 

inadequately educated, consequently a 

feeble Parliament, at any rate in so far 

obliviousness by one means or another 

concurs with the organization's advantage. 

The raison d'etre at the level of strategy 

making is two. The first is the requirement 

for sincerity in the counsel offered to the 

Ministers and the second is that the exposure 

would make or fan not well educated or 

eccentric open or political feedback.  

 

A legitimization for the most part given for 

the insurance of reports is that appropriate 

choices can be made at abnormal state of the 

legislature just if there is finished flexibility 

and realism in expressing certainties, 

offering guidance and trading perspectives 

and conclusions. The likelihood that records 

may at last be distributed is probably going 

to influence the honesty and openness of 

those setting them up. This defense for 

straightforwardness and openness, however 

proposed by a few judges has not discovered 

worldwide acknowledgment. The realism 

hypothesis as a legitimization for 

invulnerability from divulgence came up for 

exchange in Conway v. Rimmer. It is vital to 

take note of that for this situation one Lord 

after another rejected the conflict that the 

likelihood of future revelation would 

influence openness.  
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