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Abstract 

Morrison has the ability to dramatize realistic situations of the lives of the Black Americans and is 

capable of holding the attention of the readers to the compelling issues of racism and sexual politics. Her 

stories are amalgamations of historical, magical, supernatural and imaginative elements of the African 

Americans’ lives. Her stories are gripping, emotional and often based on the oral traditions of the Black 

American folk narratives. So, in her works, re-discovering the history of African Americans and their 

cultural roots seem deeply touched. The works of Morrison tell a simple story but behind the simplicity 

lies grave and complex issues about black and white races that have close affinity with humanism 

Therefore, the paper explores the signs of humanism in Toni Morrison’s selected novels. 

Keywords: Black Americans, Cultural roots, Folk narratives, Humanism, Racism, Sexual 
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Introduction  

Toni Morrison is an incredible American 

author; she is a motivation for some essayists, 

specialists and perusers. When the Nobel Prize 

for writing was granted to her in 1993, she had 

officially distributed six books that have been 

talked about in the present postulation. 

Morrison at that point sixty two years old 

caught the consideration of the pundits and 

researchers all through the world and her works 

were deciphered in excess of twenty unique 

dialects. The Nobel council of the Swedish 

Academy called Morrison, "A scholarly 

craftsman of best work," who "offers life to a 

fundamental part of American reality". Alice 

Walker, another extraordinary  

 

 

African American essayist said when 

Morrison was given the Nobel Prize: 

No one writes more beautifully than 

Toni Morrison. She has consistently 

explored issues of true complexity 

and terror and love in the lives of 
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blacks. Harsh criticism has not 

dissuaded her. Prizes have not 

trapped her. She is a writer who 

deserves this honor.  (Pagolu: 4) 

Morrison has made significant African 

American characters who attempted to 

experience their lives as full people with their 

triumphs and tragedies. Her characters conquer 

the fierceness of subjugation, racial and 

financial mistreatment and sexism; they rely 

upon their own particular internal qualities, 

otherworldliness and love of their African 

American culture. In her compositions, 

Morrison demonstrates the imperceptible 

obligations of the African American people. As 

indicated by Morrison, her characters 

experience troublesome conditions. However, 

by clinging to their actual self and personality, 

they can shape their lives. Toni Morrison's 

profession is questionable as her books may be. 

In the late 1980's, a few faultfinders disliked 

her composition style though numerous 

different scholars ask why Morrison was not 

granted the esteemed prizes. A few perusers 

couldn't comprehend her books effectively and 

gripe against her story procedures. Political 

moderates have additionally condemned her 

investigation of the part of bigotry in American 

culture and writing. Toni Morrison has 

composed principally from disregarded history 

of the African Americans and re-vitalized their 

personalities. Her books are enthusiastic and 

composed melodiously. She can perform 

reasonable circumstances of the lives of the 

Black Americans and is fit for holding the 

consideration of the perusers to the convincing 

issues of prejudice and sexual legislative 

issues. Her accounts are amalgamations of 

chronicled, enchanted, heavenly and innovative 

components of the African Americans' lives. 

Her accounts are grasping, passionate and 

frequently in view of the oral conventions of 

the Black American people stories. In this way, 

in her works, we can re-find the historical 

backdrop of African Americans and their social 

roots. The present postulation makes an 

endeavor to investigate the worry for way of 

life as Morrison made interesting stories with a 

significant feeling of history conveying to the 

cutting edge, the dismissed, covered up and 

hushed voices of the African Americans. She 

has a plan of developing the encounters, 

observations and portrayals of bigotry in 

America through the sufferings and desolations 

of the Black Americans. Her books test the 

individual existences of individuals, their 

expectations and fears and the encounters of 

subjugation.  

Voices of the African Americans: 
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The advancement of Black American writing 

as the unavoidable result of the convincing 

social and political conditions of American 

culture is well reflected in her novels. In the 

second 50% of the twentieth century, we see 

the rise of the progressive goals of the Black 

Power Movement where the motto "Dark is 

Beautiful" has likewise been history, her 

understudy vocation and the effect of prejudice 

in her initial life. The novels also reflect the 

features, the different difficulties and hints of 

her artistic vocation, contacting upon her 

accomplishments and the noteworthy occasions 

where she got popularity and acknowledgment 

in the United States as well as to the perusing 

open of the world on the loose. It gives a 

record of the socio-political, monetary and the 

social foundation of the time of bondage and 

the advancement of prejudice in America. It 

has likewise considered the development of 

African American current essayists and the 

different parts of Black American development 

which impacted Toni Morrison's vocation and 

composing. Like some other Black individual, 

Morrison encountered the effect of bigotry 

looked by the Blacks in America. The brutal 

reality of the poor Black Americans as one of 

the essential sources which impacted altogether 

her works has additionally been featured. Her 

work additionally features the rise of Black 

ladies writing in American writing which are 

reflected in Harriet Jacobs, Jessie Fauset, Zora 

Neale Hurston, Alice Walker and Toni 

Morrison and so on. The making of female 

characters which free themselves and rebuilt 

the female picture through their internal 

quality, established in Black culture has 

additionally been talked about. Dark American 

journalists contend against bigotry and sexism 

and demand the acknowledgment as Alice 

Walker said "looking for my mom's garden, I 

discovered my own" and furthermore as Audre 

Lorde saw that "the distinction is a reason or 

festivity instead of purpose behind 

pulverization"(Wisker:23). Toni Morrison joins 

other Black ladies scholars in underscoring the 

soul of common awareness in the journey for 

the self.  

Toni Morrison was affected by other grand 

scholars like Soyinka and Achebe and her 

development as an essayist with profound bits 

of knowledge into the universe of prejudice 

which she investigated in her fiction. 

Consequently, this part dissected the horde 

strings woven into the books of Toni Morrison 

where dark individuals ascend to reproduce 

their lives against the barbaric abuse in light of 

race, sex and class.  

Her literary work also made investigation of 

racial issues and Black personality in the books 
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of Toni Morrison. The emergency of character 

and racial issues has been the best test to the 

Black Americans. The race and ethnicity 

among the Black Americans from the 

perspective of human science and culture 

seems in close associations in her novels It is 

for the most part trusted that a race is an ethnic 

gathering that has been socially characterized 

all things considered based on physical criteria. 

Be that as it may, the arrangement based on 

physical criteria may now and then be 

nonsensical and problematic on the grounds 

that ethnic gatherings include created inside the 

social settings. In this way, as per the varieties 

of culture, ethnic gatherings may build up 

certain social qualities which have not been 

honed before, when they are presented to 

another culture. Along these lines, ethnic 

gatherings are not naturally, races. The marvel 

of multiculturalism that we find in American 

culture makes ready for recognizing 

individuals into various gatherings having 

unmistakable social gatherings. 

The European slave brokers distinguish 

Africans having different societies and 

ethnicities as a solitary dark race. In this way, 

racial arrangement is principally in view of 

wrong thoughts and recognitions and the 

reason for racial order is to render some ethnic 

gatherings as innately decent and prevalent as 

others are corrupted and thought about second 

rate. The expanding achievement of the Black 

Protest Movement in America amid the second 

50% of the twentieth century brought forth 

another age of forceful Black people group 

with skilled pioneers like Martin Luther King 

Jr. With his striking capacity for activating and 

the smooth message of peacefulness in the 

Civil Rights development, Martin Luther King 

could rouse the Black Americans for the 

declaration of their personality. This 

development was a huge marvel in American 

"race issues" and American governmental 

issues. Toni Morrison considered this 

development as a confused one which can 

change the monetary and political structure of 

the country enveloping "a wide range of 

expertise and abilities". In the bigger setting, 

the Black American development can be 

viewed as an endeavor to legitimize the 

American law based culture and the dynamic 

idea of the Americans, independent of their 

rank, doctrine and race. Appropriate from the 

introduction of the American Nation the two 

whites and Blacks have been subjected to an 

emergency of personality, in light of the fact 

that the American Dream gives to incorporate 

all the refractory social qualities of different 

ethnic networks into a composite culture. In 

that capacity, American culture has turned out 
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to be tricky with an unclear inconclusiveness. 

For any person in America, the American 

experience would never prompt a bona fide 

American personality. The Black Americans 

need to find their own feeling of belongingness 

to this country of awesome dreams and 

immense chances.  

Elements of saw feeling of preference 

overpower the ideological bigotry or 

institutional segregation. For the most part, a 

preferential individual contemplates different 

gatherings regarding generalizations; and the 

propensity to speculation is extremely solid. 

Toni Morrison was diving into this inquiry of 

American personality and the 'African' 

nearness in the unavoidable absorption 

procedure of the American composite culture. 

Incomprehensibly for the Black Americans, 

isolation against which they have been battling 

for its annihilation appeared the main methods 

for protecting their personality. This sentiment 

of uncertainty is, along these lines, reflected in 

the works of the Black Americans. Normally 

there is a particular element of their 

composition which is very not quite the same 

as the American writing. Toni Morrison just 

considered it to be a contention and not an 

issue. These two methods of life that exist to 

reject and destroy each other have been joined 

to shape Black character. She additionally 

attempts to investigate choices, free from 

generalization bigot pictures and ideas in huge 

numbers of her works. She talks about 

companionships and connections, for example, 

that of mother and child, mother and little girl, 

and sexual connections where ladies settle on 

their own decisions.  

Toni Morrison precisely considered the African 

components in American culture and attempted 

to characterize the idea of 'American 

Africanism'. Africanism does not propose the 

assortments and complexities of African 

individuals or their relatives. It essentially 

implies Blackness with which the African 

individuals have been recognized; 

consolidating sees, suspicions, readings and 

misreading that go with finding out about these 

individuals. As per Toni Morrison, "Africanism 

has progressed toward becoming, in the 

Eurocentric custom that American instruction 

support, both a method for discussing and a 

method for policing matters of class, sexual 

permit, and suppression, developments and 

activities of intensity, and contemplations and 

activities of intensity, and reflections or ethnics 

and responsibility "(Morrison: Playing in the 

Dark).  

The Bluest Eye (1970) is Toni Morrison's first 

novel. The story bases on the grievous story of 

a youthful dark and poor multi year old 
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innocent young lady called Pecola Breedlove 

who wanted blue eyes. Rustic transients from 

the south, the Breedloves was a hopeless and 

poor family who abided in a customer facing 

facade. Be that as it may, their wretchedness 

was less an aftereffect of their neediness as it 

was from their scorn for themselves and for 

each other. It was a bleak family where the 

alcoholic dad Cholly and unpleasant mother 

Pauline battled and railed against each other. 

The child, Sammy regularly fled from home. 

The youthful girl, Pecola was criticized and 

evaded by companions, instructors and her own 

folks for her grotesqueness. In this way, she 

longed for blue eyes which she accepted would 

make her delightful and adorable.  

The novel recounts a basic story yet behind the 

effortlessness lies grave and complex issues 

about high contrast race relations. Racism is 

the sentiment of natural prevalence of one race 

over another. Despite the fact that bigotry as a 

belief system no more holds control, the 

verifiable thought of the natural mediocrity of 

blacks has survived sufficiently long to sustain 

the justness of intensity and benefit of white 

over the blacks. The different organizations of 

the general public, political, lawful, social, 

instructive show this control. Wherever in the 

novel, white-skin, light hair and blue eyes turn 

into the criteria for excellence. Normally a poor 

dark tyke like Pecola who is despised by 

everybody for her offensiveness and darkness 

must want blue eyes to be satisfactory and 

cherished by everyone around her. Along these 

lines, Morrison's fundamental worry in the 

novel is the fierce reality of prejudice and the 

agonizing endeavors of Blacks for self 

definition in a general public which denies 

them worth.  

In delineating Pecola's social distance which 

caused her disaster, Morrison centers round the 

significance of shared sustenance and 

acknowledgment for one's wholeness. In her 

second novel Sula (1973), Toni Morrison 

removes us from the universe of Black young 

ladies to that of the grown-up universe of Black 

lady and looks at the potential outcomes for the 

Black lady in the accomplishment of her 

character against the impediments of the 

general public around them. Sula shows the 

account of two Black ladies characters whose 

distinctive perspectives about existence and 

ways to deal with the accomplishment of 

selfhood prompt clashes bringing about the 

discontinuity of their lives and connections, 

agony, misfortune and passing. Sula Peace is a 

lady who never discovers her place in her 

locale.  

Holloway translates Sula as a perfect of the 

African idea of female innovative potential 
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which shows solidarity with nature, an 

exemplification of African otherworldliness 

inside a culture whose survival debilitates 

African qualities. The prickly, fire-shade of her 

rose, the watery tadpole, terrestrial snake which 

are found in her skin pigmentation on her 

temple show the basic African paradigms of 

flame, water and ground. Morrison sees Sula's 

quest for such extraordinary ladylike power 

inside the onerous white culture changing into 

a perilous opportunity that excruciating 

endeavors of Blacks for self definition in a 

general public which denies them worth.  

In portraying Pecola's social distance which 

caused her catastrophe, Morrison centers round 

the significance of mutual sustenance and 

acknowledgment for one's wholeness. In her 

second novel Sula (1973), Toni Morrison 

removes us from the universe of Black young 

ladies to that of the grown-up universe of Black 

lady and looks at the conceivable outcomes for 

the Black lady in the accomplishment of her 

character against the constraints of the general 

public around them.  

Sula exhibits the account of two Black ladies 

characters whose diverse perspectives about 

existence and ways to deal with the 

accomplishment of selfhood prompt clashes 

bringing about the fracture of their lives and 

connections, torment, misfortune and demise. 

Sula Peace is a lady who never discovers her 

place in her locale. Holloway deciphers Sula as 

a perfect of the African idea of female 

imaginative potential which shows solidarity 

with nature, an exemplification of African 

otherworldliness inside a culture whose 

survival undermines African qualities. The 

prickly, fire-shade of her rose, the watery 

tadpole, terrestrial snake which are found in her 

skin coloration on her temple show the 

fundamental African originals of flame, water 

and ground. Morrison sees Sula's quest for such 

outrageous female power inside the abusive 

white culture changing into an unsafe 

flexibility that repudiate the simple pith of 

Black womanhood attached in the association 

with network and duty.  

Morrison's account of the novel companionship 

of two Black ladies exhibits the requirement 

for the blend of creative ability with common 

sense, the battle for survival with the delight of 

living, dreams with the real world, vision with 

acknowledgment, opportunity with duty and 

freedom with limit operating at a profit lady's 

search of her way of life as a Black and a lady 

in America. 

Morrison's account of the novel fellowship of 

two Black ladies exhibits the requirement for 

the combination of creative ability with 

reasonableness, the battle for survival with the 
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delight of living, dreams with the real world, 

vision with acknowledgment, opportunity with 

obligation and freedom with limit operating at 

a profit lady's search of her way of life as a 

Black and a lady in America.  

While her initial two books, The Bluest eye and 

Sula were works that fixated on the lives of the 

Black lady and her mission for character, 

Morrison's third novel Song of Solomon 

introduces a move of her vision from the Black 

lady's reality to that of the Black man. Here 

Morrison keeps on harping on the topic of 

journey as she centers on the Black man's look 

for the accomplishment of his dark self. Tune 

of Solomon fixates on story of Milkman Dead, 

a profoundly conceited child of a Black 

industrialist father who abuses each one of 

everyone around him however not without a 

developing feeling of distance which disturbs 

and befuddles his life.  

The later piece of the novel brings Milkman 

into another world and occasions which change 

him until the end of time. The voyage to chase 

for a lost fortune winds up in the disclosure the 

abundance of his family history. His physical 

adventure epitomizes a profound excursion 

from numbness to intelligence, from death to 

resurrection. Morrison's novel is a 

bildungsroman which centers round the topic 

of the instruction or inception of the hero into 

masculinity. Milkman's account of 

accomplishment of masculinity demonstrates 

an update of the fantasy of the Black 

masculinity. Morrison's festival of the 

flexibility and portability of Black men 

likewise features its inconsistencies. Melody of 

Solomon weights on the requirement for the 

Blackman to rise above the confining western 

independence and grasp his locale and culture 

and legacy for the accomplishment of his 

character.  

Tar Baby (1981) focuses on the wild 

connection between two darlings from to a 

great degree extraordinary and clashing 

financial and social foundations and its 

definitive disintegration. The novel speaks to 

the contention between restricting ideas of 

Black self-definition controlled by convention 

and the contemporary present closure without 

the likelihood of an answer. The novel's 

equivocal closure brings up a considerable 

measure of issues. While Jadine's detachment 

from her underlying foundations jeopardizes 

herself, Son is reclaimed by his people’s ways. 

Does it mean we should stick to the past and 

never look forward to what's to come? 

Provided that this is true, "in what manner will 

Son ever have the capacity to work as an 

advanced, twentieth century man?" (Coleman: 

71). Then again, does Jadine's arraignment 
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point to the requirement for Black ladies to 

withhold their taking a stab at opportunity and 

focus more on their conventional obligations? 

The uncertain completion underlines the 

befuddling position of the Black people 

stranded between their over a wide span of 

time.  

Jadine's trip to Paris for a fresh start toward the 

finish of the story appears to allude to a 

positive impact of the ladies dressed in yellow 

and the night ladies. However the female 

subterranean insect analogy strengthens the 

continuous quandary inside Jadine between a 

solely female battle and presence and an 

existence characterized by empathetic interests 

which Son embodies. The scriptural epigraph 

toward the start of the novel characterizes these 

clashing disputes inside Jadine. Morrison 

commits her novel, Beloved to "the sixty 

million" of the Blacks who kicked the bucket 

because of subjugation. This novel has been 

announced as the best novel of the previous a 

quarter century by the New York Times Book 

Review in 2006. Dearest harps on the effect of 

subjugation on the lives of the Blacks. 

Servitude remains the best declaration of 

human mercilessness and viciousness that the 

world had ever observed. The dehumanization 

and debasement of Black individuals under 

such a framework was of such extents that it 

brought about an entire loss of their selfhood 

and character. The mystic results of such loss 

of selfhood is that even after they accomplish 

opportunity, they are entangled in an inward 

oppression of the self which render them 

unequipped for living sincerely solid lives. 

Sethe's life represents the inauspicious 

enduring of a Black slave lady. Cherished turns 

into the exemplification of past blame and 

evacuates which damages Sethe's present. Her 

encounter with Beloved denotes the showdown 

with the past.  

Subsequently, Morrison depicts in the novel, 

characters whose past keep on keeping them 

solidified in an internal blame and torment that 

keep them from living completely. What 

Morrison demands is that showdown of the 

unspeakable anguish and past is the reason for 

change and mending. The recuperation of the 

self is conceivable just through aggregate help 

and sharing. In Beloved, Morrison has 

prevailing with regards to drawing out an 

infiltrating investigation of the mental effect of 

servitude on the Blacks which results in an 

entire discontinuity of their lives and self-

esteem. The novel focuses on the crucial 

inquiry of recovering their lost mankind and 

character. Morrison investigates the 

requirement for Blacks of an encounter of their 

past, and the capacity to exchange their agony 
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and fear into information to engage them in 

recovering themselves.  

Toward the finish of the novel, we see a 

reiteration of lines, "It was anything but a story 

to pass on", "It was anything but a story to pass 

on" and "This isn't a story to pass on" (323-

324). It infers that it's anything but a story to be 

trifled with. It is additionally a story which is 

excessively horrible, making it impossible to 

relate. Adored at that point remains for those 

millions who died obscure and unmourned in 

subjugation. The story which closes with her 

name  

'Darling' turns into a declaration to those 

precursors whose nearness keeps on persisting 

and request the adoration and acknowledgment 

of its descendants with a specific end goal to 

survive.  

The novel, Jazz centers around a specific 

period in American history when Blacks driven 

by "Need and Violence” (Jazz: 33) relocated 

from the south to the modern urban areas of the 

north. Southern Blacks rushed the northern 

urban areas of Detroit, Philadelphia, Cleveland, 

Chicago and New York. Harlem in New York, 

moved toward becoming in James Weldon 

Jackson words, "The Negro capital of the 

world" (Gates and McKay: 955). The soul of 

extravagance and freedom that saturated all 

strolls of Black existence of the period fulfilled 

in the considerable social and masterful age of 

the Harlem Renaissance discovers its fullest 

articulation in its music, jazz.  

Jazz sensationalizes the battle of these 

individuals got in the throes of a contention 

amongst expectation and misery, dream and 

reality, opportunity and concealment and their 

mission, for wholeness as they adapt to the 

logical inconsistencies of another urban 

experience. Morrison features the intensity of 

human versatility which empowers Blacks to 

change even the will of Fate. Morrison's Jazz in 

this manner catches the pith of the music in the 

lives and journey for their personality for her 

characters as an analogy for opportunity, 

change and creativity. The novel isn't about 

Jazz. It gives a record of the period where the 

Black Americans encounter hesitance and 

attempt to affirm their personalities in the early 

many years of the twentieth century.  

Joe and Violet came to Harlem with trusts and 

yearnings and a dream in another part where 

they could locate their actual characters and 

find their own particular selves. Their mission 

for another life is in actuality a journey for 

their personality. Their troubled past 

encounters which they got as a heritage from 

their former ages were an awesome weight and 

they needed to get themselves free of the 

weight. Jazz is likewise a sort of music began 
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from the Black people group and frequently 

related to the blacks. The empowering and 

nurturing power of jazz begins from secret as 

the originators imagine it. There are bunches of 

impromptu creations in jazz and the distinctive 

melodic notes and rhythms are utilized from 

different instruments in jazz making it dynamic 

constantly. That is the manner by which the 

Black Americans needed to live and appreciate 

life. Both jazz and their lives are portrayed by 

enthusiasm and energy. Toni Morrison 

intentionally picks the title in light of the fact 

that the term jazz was initially utilized as a 

slang word for sexual enthusiasm which is 

emblematically reached out in the jazz music 

and turning into the most well known sort of 

Black American music that produces 

unadulterated feelings. In the same way as 

other jazz components, the overwhelming 

subject of the novel has been separated into 

various parts, delineating different stories and 

voices. There are different themes, pictures and 

relative subjects in the novel as there are voices 

and melodic notes in the jazz music. What's 

more, similar to the jazz music, Toni 

Morrison's novel is likewise propelled by an 

entire scope of human sentiments and returns 

apparently to the subject of human interests 

which Son embodies. The biblical epigraph at 

the beginning of the novel defines these 

conflicting contentions within Jadine. Morrison 

dedicates her novel, Beloved to “the sixty 

million” of the Blacks who died due to slavery. 

This novel has been declared as the best novel 

of the past twenty five years by the New York 

Times Book Review in 2006. Beloved dwells 

on the impact of slavery on the lives of the 

Blacks. Slavery remains the greatest testimony 

of human cruelty and savagery that the world 

had ever seen. The dehumanization and 

degradation of Black people under such a 

system was of such proportions that it resulted 

in a complete loss of their selfhood and 

identity. The psychic consequences of such 

loss of selfhood are that even after they achieve 

freedom, they are entrapped in an inner 

enslavement of the self which render them 

incapable of living emotionally healthy lives. 

Sethe’s life illustrates the grim suffering of a 

Black slave woman. Beloved becomes the 

embodiment of past guilt and removes which 

traumatizes Sethe’s present. Her confrontation 

with Beloved marks the confrontation with the 

past. 

Thus, Morrison portrays in the novel, 

characters whose past continue to keep them 

frozen in an inner guilt and pain that prevent 

them from living life fully. What Morrison 

insists is that confrontation of the unspeakable 

anguish and past is the basis for change and 
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healing. The recovery of the self is possible 

only through collective help and sharing. 

In Beloved, Morrison has succeeded in 

bringing out a penetrating study of the 

psychological impact of slavery on the Blacks 

which results in a complete fragmentation of 

their lives and self-worth. The novel centers on 

the fundamental question of regaining their lost 

humanity and identity. Morrison explores the 

need for Blacks of a confrontation of their past, 

and the ability to transfer their pain and terror 

into knowledge to empower them in reclaiming 

themselves. 

At the end of the novel, we see a repetition of 

lines, “It was not a story to pass on”, “It was 

not a story to pass on” and “This is not a story 

to pass on” (323- 324). It implies that it is not a 

story to be taken lightly. It is also a story which 

is too terrible to relate. Beloved then stands for 

those millions who perished unknown and 

unmourned in slavery. The story which ends 

with her name 

Beloved becomes a testimony to those 

ancestors whose presence continues to endure 

and demand the love and recognition of its 

progeny in order to survive. 

The novel, Jazz focuses on a certain period in 

American history when Blacks driven by 

“Want and Violence” (Jazz: 33) migrated from 

the south to the industrial cities of the north. 

Southern Blacks flocked the northern cities of 

Detroit, Philadelphia, Cleveland, Chicago and 

New York. Harlem in New York became in 

James Weldon Jackson words, “The Negro 

capital of the world” (Gates and McKay: 955). 

The spirit of exuberance and liberty that 

permeated all walks of Black life of the period 

consummated in the great cultural and artistic 

ferment of the Harlem Renaissance finds its 

fullest expression in its music, jazz. 

But beneath the note of optimism, lurked the 

bleak realities of racism, poverty, the perils of 

their new life and freedom, anger, violence, 

sexual license and dislocation of values and 

identity. Jazz dramatizes the struggle of these 

people caught in the throes of a conflict 

between hope and despair, dream and reality, 

freedom and suppression and their quest, for 

wholeness as they cope with the contradictions 

of a new urban experience. Morrison highlights 

the power of human resilience which enables 

Blacks to change even the will of Fate. 

Morrison’s Jazz thus captures the essence of 

the music in the lives and quest for their 

identity for her characters as a metaphor for 

freedom, change and originality. The novel is 

not about Jazz. It gives an account of the period 

where the Black Americans experience self-

consciousness and try to assert their identities 

in the early decades of the 20th century. The 
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novel describes the phenomenon of Harlem 

Renaissance faithfully. 

Joe and Violet came to Harlem with hopes and 

aspirations and a vision for a new role where 

they could find their true identities and 

discover their own selves. Their quest for a 

new life is in fact a quest for their identity. 

Their unhappy past experiences which they got 

as a legacy from their preceding generations 

were a great burden and they wanted to get 

themselves rid of the burden. Jazz is also a kind 

of music originated from the Black 

communities and often identified with the 

blacks. The energizing and life giving force of 

jazz originates from mystery as the originators 

conceive it. There are lots of improvisations in 

jazz and the different musical notes and 

rhythms are used from various instruments in 

jazz making it vibrant all the time. That is how 

the Black Americans wanted to live and enjoy 

life. Both jazz and their lives are characterized 

by passion and excitement. Toni Morrison 

deliberately chooses the title because the term 

jazz was originally used as a slang word for 

sexual passion which is symbolically extended 

in the jazz music and becoming the most 

famous kind of Black American music that 

produces pure emotions. Like many jazz 

elements, the dominant theme of the novel has 

been broken up into different parts, depicting 

various stories and voices. There are various 

motifs, images and relative themes in the novel 

as there are voices and musical notes in the 

jazz music. And like the jazz music, Toni 

Morrison’s novel is also inspired by a whole 

range of human feelings and comes back 

reportedly to the theme of human passions. As 

in the jazz music, the complicated action of the 

novel modulates back and forth, sometimes in 

unexpected ways, highlighting the creative 

force of our passions, fantasy and imagination. 

At the end of the novel, the narrator and we, 

the readers or the listeners are also the 

participants. However, it is also confusing 

whether the narrator has been identified with 

the book itself, suggesting the open-endedness 

of life. 

The structure of the novel permits the 

characters of the novel to talk back as the jazz 

musicians do. It is Toni Morrison’s skill to 

present a simple story about people who are 

desirous of living with their own true selves 

awakening to life and thus fulfilling their quest 

for identity. The major characters of the novel 

have become victims of deception, lies and 

urban life. The novel gives an expression of a 

specific historical moment where the pains and 

agonies of the American Blacks searching their 

own identities are wonderfully depicted. 

Conclusion: 
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Through her works, as I have contended, her 

group of onlookers is granted the endowment 

of learning and profound bits of knowledge; 

information about up to this point dismissed 

parts of American history and bits of 

knowledge into the African American 

experience in that. However, her fiction 

declines to give instant answers and Morrison 

ought to similarly not be seen as moralist. 

Rather, her books incite considerations, with 

the goal that ever new information can be 

picked up from them. As story implies that 

guarantees the transmission of learning from 

sender to recipient and that connections the 

gatherings associated with the open 

arrangement of her fiction, certain readerly 

figures have been at the focal point of my 

consideration in this part. As aides, coaches, 

and good examples, they go with her gathering 

of people on its twisting path through her 

fiction. I have likewise kept up that both 

experience a parallel formative process: Just 

like each of the readably figures talked about 

above rises as profoundly changed at the story's 

end, so the story itself may have started a 

transformative advancement inside the peruser. 

Henceforth, Morrison's works can without a 

doubt be viewed as altruistic acts impacting 

deeply the lives of her reafers. 
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