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Abstract 

The age of  Cyrus, founder of Achaemeni ds dynasty, i s known as the 
begi nni ng of the rel ati onship bet ween Iran and  I ndi a. Ki ng Cyrus  
ext ended hi s rei gn  to  the  East and reached the border of I ndi a 
duri ng his war i n central Asi a. Accordi ng t o hi storical documents, 
Cyrus and after him Dari us, cal cul ated the northwest regi ons(Kabul  
and  I ndus )as their l ands, that age  has been  call ed Zoroastri an 
era by I ndi an hi stori ans. We can t ell about i nfluence of Achaemeni ds 
in I ndi a: One-third of  gol d that fl owed i nto the i mperial  treasury of  
Iran came as tri bute from I ndi a whi ch was sent to the treasury of the 
ki ngdom as tri bute are from I ndi a. Irani ans stayed i n Indi a till 320 
B. C.E as Al exander the Great attacked Iran, and I ndians came to 
hel p the Achaemeni ds ki ng t o fi ght agai nst Al exander i n the 
war.Dr.Spooner, f amous I ndol ogi st , beli eves that f ormi ng the Mauryan 
dynasty in I ndi a was not only on the basi s of Al exander domi nating 
west Asi a but al so the Achaemeni ds dynasty infl uenced the Mauryan 
dynasty. Mauryans i mitated Achaemeni ds f orm of  government . The 
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hi story of I ndi a may be traced from the ti me of the Achaemeni ds, 
who first devel oped so hi ghly the art of empire-buil di ng among the 
Aryans. The Achaemeni ds  built good roads , studded with posts; 
rai sed strong f orts and grand pal aces; devel oped a centralized and 
effici ent admi ni stration; mi nted coi ns on a unif orm system of  weight; 
and engraved t heir  orders and i deas in numerous stone inscri pti ons. 
All these f eatures appear in t he first empire of   I ndi a, the Mauryan 
empire, whi ch, ri si ng on t he rui ns of the Achaemeni ds empire i n the 
Indus valley, spread all over Indi a. Al exander the Great i ntervened 
bet ween the t wo empires and t he accounts of hi s I ndi an conquests 
gi ve some i dea of  the unrecorded si milar expl oits of Darius I  on one 
hand, and Chandragupt a and Ashoka  Maurya on the other. 

Keywords: Achaemeni ds, Cyrus, Dari us I, Maurya, Ashoka, Al exander   

Introducti on: 

The Persians i nvaded I ndi a by crossing t he Hindu Kush mount ai ns i n 
order to get the tribute of the tri bes of Gandhara,Kamboj a and trans 
Indi a regi on. When t he Persi ans possessed north western 
subconti nent(presentl y eastern Af ghani stan Punj ab) Indi a suppli ed 
mercenaries t o the Persi an ar my on order to fight Greeks.The city of  
Taxil a became a cent er of Vedi c and Irani an l earni ng.Indi an lif e was 
hi ghl y i nfluenced by the Persi an i deas.Persi an ascendency i n northern 
Indi a ended with Al exander the Great` s conquest of Persi a i n 327 
B. C.The first political cont act bet ween Persi a and I ndi a was 
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est ablished duri ng the rei gn of  Emperor  Cyrus,the founder of the 
Achaemeni d dynasty.Cyrus extended hi s control up t o I ndi an 
Oc ean.These accounts have been menti oned by writers Herodotus, 
Xenophon ,Strabo and Arri an. 

Xenophon makes a ref erence t o an Indi an rul er sendi ng an embassy 
of  money to Cyrus,probabl y i n payment of tribute.Based on these 
ref erences it has been believed that Cyrus conquered the frontier 
regi ons bet ween I ndi a and Persi a.Accordi ng to Ct esi as,Cyrus di ed of a 
wound i nflicted i n a battl e by an I ndi an.It was a battl e i n whi ch the 
Indi ans were fi ghting on t he si de of Derbi kes.These Derbi kes might 
have been a frontier tri be.Accordi ng to some schol ars there was a 
political control that was establi shed by ol d  Persi a on northern Indi a 
in pre-Achaemeni an peri od.The son and successor of Cyrus,Cambyses 
(530-522 B. C.) could not pay attenti on t owards I ndi a as he was t oo 
much pre-occupi ed by rebellions i n his own empire.Hi s son Darius I 
made decisive conquests i n Indi a as his i nscri ptions speak of  Persian 
domi ni on i n I ndi a.The i nscripti ons at Persopolis and at Nakhsh-I-
Rust am menti on the northern Punj ab as part of  hi s empire.Accordi ng 
to writer Herodotus I ndi a was the t wenti eth Satrapa or provi nce of the 
Persi an Empire.However it is difficult to determi ne t he exact extent of 
the Persian control over I ndi a. The Persi an possessions i n Indi a 
compri sed the vall ey of the Indus from Kal abagh t o the sea, i ncl udi ng 
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the whol e of Si nd and a consi derabl e porti on of the Punjab as wel l as 
east of I ndus Ri ver. 

 Dari us 1 was succeeded by Xerxes (468-465 B. C.)He conti nued hi s 
hol d over I ndi an provi nces as he secured the servi ces of Gandharians 
and ` I ndi ans`  to fi ght hi s battles agai nst the Greeces. 

The Persian hol d over these I ndi an regi ons l ast ed till 330 B.C.Dari us 
III,the l ast of the Achaemenian rul ers sought reinf orcements from I ndi a 
in order to check the progress of Al exander of Macedonia.The Persi an 
E mpire under the Achaemeni an dynasty came t o an end i n 330 
B. C.when Al exander def eated Dari us 3th i n the battle of Arbel a. 
Then eff ects of Persi an I nvasi on of I ndi a:It paved the way f or 
Al exander to conquer I ndi a. 
The political  syst ems  of  Persi a di d i nfl uence t he admi ni strati on of 
Mauryan dynasty.The Persi ans i ntroduced Ar mani c f orm of  writing. The 
Satrapa syst em of admi ni strati on i ntroduced by the Persi ans i n their 
Indi an provi nces served as a model to l ater dynasti es especi ally t he 
Sakas and the Kushanas. 
And development of  trade:The Persi an rul ers di d much to promot e 
geographical  explorati on and promot e trade and commerce.The 
expl orati on of  the I ndus and t he  Arabi an Sea by Scyl ax opened a 
new wat er-route. 
When t he west ern and north-western Indi a f ormed parts of  the Persi an 
E mpire whi ch ext ended up to Asi a Minor i n the west ,I ndian trade got a 
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boost .Indian i vory and t eak were popul ar i n markets of Persi a.Al l the 
Ashokan rock i nscriptions i n north-west Indi a were engraved i n the 
Kharoshti scri pt.There i s a possi bility that thi s idea of i nscri bi ng ethi cal 
exhortati ons on rocks i n the f orm of  royal  proclamati ons were 
borrowed from Persi a.There are certai n simil arities bet ween t he 
Achaemeni d i nscripti ons and t hose of  Ashoka.And I mpact on Art:The 
Mauryan rul ers adopt ed certai n Persi an ceremoni es and ritual s. 
Mauryan art was i nfluenced by the Persi an art to some extent.One can 
see traces of the Persi an infl uence in the Mauryan sculptures and i n 
Ashoka pillars. 
The Architecture of the Mauryan period was compl etel y i nfl uenced by 
Persi an architecture. And at the l ast , I nfl uence on Coi nage :The 
Persi an silver coi ns were circul ated i n I ndi a. These coi ns were known 
for their refi ned minti ng and el egant looks . The I ndi an rul ers adopt ed 
si mil ar techni ques to mi nt their coi ns on the Persi an model .At the 
last ,Hi storical  and Archaeologi cal   evi dence show cl ose rel ati on 
bet ween Iran and Indi a i n Art,Architecture and culture.These rel ations 
are not limi t ed t o onl y one part of their hi story and it  exi sted f or 
thousands of years bet ween these t o ci vilizations.Although Iran and 
Indi a were nei ghbours f or several  cent uri es and until recent age thi s 
connecti on strongl y exi sts. The peri od bet ween si xth Century B.C till 
the f all of the Persians was the gol den age of Indo-Irani an cultural ti es 
even though we tal k about common ancestors dati ng back t o the 
Aryan mi grati ons.I n I ndi a we can observe a huge Cultural Exchange 
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bet ween them during Achameni d period i n Iran and Mauryan rul e i n 
Indi a.Thi s cultural exchange , covered many aspects of Art and 
Architecture of both ci vilizations.we can fi nd simil arity of symbol s and 
art desi gns whi ch used commonl y i n their art and architecture during 
thi s peri od.Most of these symbol s are moral  and reli gi ous symbols i n 
nature and execution whi ch i ndi cat e to the same ori gi n of these t wo 
peopl e.These cultural exchanges exist ed f or several centuri es and 
were a Bi lateral Cultural Exchange. 
Someti mes concepts and symbol s moved from Iran to I ndi a and 
someti mes it was the reverse fl ow. Study of simil ar symbol s can be a 
key t o fi nd other cultural and reli gi ous aspects of both ci vilizati ons It 
can al so be hel pf ul f or anthropol ogi cal studi es of  I ndo-Irani an peopl e 
and t hrow li ght to the dark parts of their hi story if any.(1) 
Achaemani d’s I nfl uence on Maurya accordi ng to Excavation of 
Pat ali putra 

 As l ong ago as1896 a summary excavati on brought to li ght a 
col umn-capital of a f amili ar Achaemani d pattern.It has the st eeped 
i mpost ,si de-vol utes and central  pattern of its Persi an prot otypes.Its 
desi gn,if not its executi on can be attributed t o an earlier phase of 
the transpl ant ed Achaemeni d craftsmanshi p.Two st one l egs of a 
throne of Persi an type were al so f ound. Subsequentl y,i n 1912,a 
more ambitious but still very i ncomplet e excavati on seems  t o have 
uncovered some part of a large  pillared hall, represent ed by an 
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unframed cl uster of  some ei ghty monolithi c col umns showi ng  the 
Persi an polish.  

In front of  them is a row of massi ve ti mber  rafts,presumably 
desi gned to carry pl atf orm of  monument al staircase.I nadequat e 
though  the  evi dence be,it is tol erably cl ear that we have here a 
Persi an dewan or Apadana or audi ence- hall , and that were 
confronted once more with a deliberate, Persi ani zation , that 
bespeaks the presence of i mported i deas and i mported mast er-
mason. 

Besi de the i nscri ptions ,there i s some more archaeol ogical  evi dence 
for the history of Ashoka.It shows cl earl y that the most of the 
equi pments of Ashokan imperi alism had been borrowed from 
Persi a.Accordi ng  to Sir Marti mer Wheel er,an authority on Indi a 
archaeol ogy ,says I have already suggest ed the likeli hood that at 
the end of  the sixth century  B.C.E,when Achaemeni d  Persi a 
acquired its I ndi an provi nce, Persi a  suppli ed I ndi a,not merel y with 
admi ni strators ,but al so with  new  mat eri al s  and  i deas  above  
all ,with the use of iron,whi ch now appears i n I ndi a f or the first 
ti me,and the i dea of  a currency ,which was mi nt ed at Taxil a in 
native guise but on Persi an st andards,and emerged i n  the Ganges 
basi n i n or shortly after the 5 the cent ury B.C.E. Persia moreover 
lent Indi a the  Aramai c alphabet whi ch,with Aramai c speech,had 
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been t he offici al medi um of communi cation  throughout the 
Achaemeni d empire. 

In I ndi a,scri pt was modifi ed to suit the l ocal Prakrit l anguage and,as 
Kharoshti ,was used by Ashoka f or hi s i nscripti on i n the north-
west .Even as f ar south as  Brahmagiri ,the Ashokan scri be has 
added a word in t hi s ali en Kharoshti , though elsewhere i n 
metropolitan I ndi a the Brahma script was unchall enged.But the 
Persi an contri buti on to I ndi a di d not end with iron and currency and 
Kharoshti .These were the symbol s of  that new security which 
advanced i mperi al rul e i mposed al ong t he hi ghway and of a new 
burgeoni ng of  i nter- regi onal trade.Local  capitals whi ch were al so 
caravan cities sprang up besi des t he mai n rout es:probabl y Begram 
north of  Kabul ;certai nly,as recent work  has 
hown,Charasada(Pushkal avati  or  Lot us City)on  the  Peshawar  
pl ai n;and  f ar-f amed Taxil a  i n  the Punj ab(2)Indeed i n Aryan I ndia 
the t erm architecture can first be applied unreservedl y to the f amous 
sandst one col umns , whi ch Ashoka set up as me mori al s after hi s 
conversi on t o Buddhi s m. 

On  some of  these col umns he subsequentl y carved hi s pious 
inj uncti ons t o hi s subj ects. 

It has l ong been recogni zed that these col umns ,without precedent in 
Indi an architectural forms , represent i n parti bus the craftsmanshi p of  
Persi a. Actually, the name,Percepolitan,whi ch i s commonly  gi ven to 
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them by writers i n I ndi an architecture ,i s not altogether happy,si nce 
the i nnumerabl e columns of  Persepoli s are i nvariabl y fl uted, whereas 
those of Ashoka are unfl uted, as i ndeed was substitute, Persi an 
custom.But as f or, Persepolitan,wesubstitute, Persi an ,or better still 
,Achaemeni d,there can be no di sput e.The Chunar sandstone from 
whi ch Ashoka’s columns are wrought is superbly carved is fi ni shed 
with a l ustrous polish of a kind whi ch in Indi a i s charact eristic of no 
other age.Thi s i s a Persi an accomplishment .The masonry of  the 
pal aces of   Darius and Xerxes goes t o the extreme of  highl y 
polished stones, l ooki ng, when well preserved,like mirrors of bl ack 
marbl e.Equally,Persian are the f amous li ons whi ch crowned t he 
Ashokan col umn at Saranath,near Banaras,and have been  assumed 
as  the  republi can badge of I ndi a. 

Rock cut: 

The mention of rock-carvers recall s another debt of Ashoka’s to 
Persi an prototypes .From  the  seventh the century B.C.if not 
earli er,tombs i n the likeness of pill ared hall s had been cut i nto the 
cliffs of Medi a and Persi a.I n Indi a,the first of a l ong and 
di sti ngui shed seri es of rock-cut structures,were carved in t he ti me of 
Ashoka out of the hard gnei ss of the Barabar hills, ni net een miles 
of  Gaya i n southern Bi har.It i s significant that they reproduce 
wooden buil di ng a round hut with a t hatched roof ,shrine with a 
vaulted, wood,roof ,,a monument al  doorway imi t ati ng bamboo and 
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ti mber.I n other words,the more grandiose Persian i dea is adapt ed to 
the I ndi an i di om. 

At the same ti me on the Persi an traditi on of polished stonework 
surf ace of the i nteriors of these humbl e cell s has been varni shed 
until it rese mbl es glass or metal . 

Descri pti on of Megasthenes from Pat aliputra (Capital of Ashoka) 

Megast henes was sent by Sel eukos as an ambassador to the court 
of  Chandragupt a at  Pat ali putra. 

He describes as situated at  the j unction of  the Son and Ganges , 
as bei ng more than 9  mil es  and 1- 3-4 mil es wi de.I n other 
words,it was stretched out  al ong  the bank of the Ganges in a 
fashi on simil ar to that of the modern Pat na. 

In the royal  pal ace,as we are t ol d by Aeli an,foll owi ng Megast henes 
,there was much that was , cal cul ated  to excite a si milary and with 
whi ch neither Susa,with all its costly spl endor,nor Ecbat ana,with all 
its magni ficence ,can vi e. In the parks ta med and cultivated 
pl antsand tree branches which the art of the woodman has deftly 
interwoven .There are al so tanks of great beauty i n whi ch t hey keep 
fish of enor mous size quite ta me.The whol e descri pti on significantly 
remi ni scent of a Persi an paradi se.Majumdar several  ti mes menti oned 
the  i nfl uence of Achaemani d on Maurya art.He sai d:The ori gi n of 
thi s court-art the Mauryas has a subj ect of keen di sput e among 
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schol ars.But the general opini on seems  t o be t hat the i mpet us  
ori gi nally came  from outsi de, from Iran of the Achaemeni d 
emperors.One of  the most i mportant f uncti ons of Mauryan court-
art ,like Achaemenian  court-art,was to i mpress  and overawe the 
popul ace with the power and  maj esty of  its rul ers.To thi s f unction 
can be  traced the compactness of the solid ani mal fi gures,their 
exaggerated f orms and t heir  conventi onal  appearances ,al so the 
most i mposi ng st ateli ness of the col umns .(3) 

The excavati ons of  the hi stori c site of Patliputra l ed Dr. Spooner to 
what he call s the Zoroastrian peri od of I ndi an Hi story.The t heory 
that the Zoroastrians had ext ended t heir s way as f ar as the 
Gangeti c vall ey and rul ed at Patliputra as i mperi al rul ers came as a 
surprise to t he schol arly world.The Irani ans,it i s possi bl e ,had  come 
to I ndi a to fi ght with Chandragupt a,the f ounder of the Mauryan 
dynasty, and lived i n I ndi a as subj ect races.Some of  these served 
as chi ef s and petty  Raj as in t he Mauryan ti mes and they probably 
had a hand i n the erecti on of the Mauryan  pal aces, whi ch were 
built after the styl e of the Persepolitan Hall s.There are good reasons 
for beli eving t hat the regal  pomp of  the Mauryan Court was t o some 
ext ent copi ed from Iran and that the Mauryas empl oyed Irani ans as 
sol di eri es, architects,masons and i n other capaciti es.The st one 
architecture on a l arge scal e,scul ptureand t he erecti on of 
monuments with i nscri pti ons were due t o Iran’s i nfl uence on t he 
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Mauryas.It i s even possi bl e that the Mauryan palaces were i mitated 
from t hose at Persepoli s. It is al so not i mprobabl e that Zoroastri an 
doctri ne,traditi onand ritual had some share in t he f ormati on of  
Mahayana Buddhi sm .(4) 

The Mauryan Empi re of I ndia was t he sequel to the Achaemeni d 
E mpire of Persi a,not its refl ection.(5)  

Art hi story i n  Ashoka age 

The si x survi vi ng ani mal  sculpt ures from Ashoka pill ars f orm t he first 
i mportant group of I ndi an stone sculpt ure,though it i s thought they 
derive from an existing traditi on of wooden col umns topped by 
ani mal  scul ptures in copper,none of  whi ch have survi ved.There has 
been much di scussion of the ext ent of  i nfl uence from Achaemeni d 
Persi a,where the col umn capital s supporti ng the roof s at Persepolis 
have si mi larities,and the rather col d, hi eratic styl e of the Sarnath 
scul ptures especi ally shows  obvi ous Achaemeni d and Sargonid 
infl uence.Very si milar f our-lion scul ptures are on t he capital s of the 
two col umns supporti ng the south torana of the Ashokan or 
Sat avahana encl osure wall round the Great Stupa at Sanchi .Li ke 
other Ashoka pill ars, the one at Sarnat h was probabl y erected to 
comme morate a vi sit by the emperor.(6) 

Sy mboli sm 
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What i s bei ng preached may be symbolised by the group of  f our 
lions of the capital .A group of  f our lions joi ned back t o back 
symboli zes a group of f our thi ngs of equal  importance.The li on i s 
frequentl y used as a symbol  of the Buddha,as at Sanchi  and the 
ani mal s on the abacus bel ow al so have symboli c meani ng i n 
Buddhi s m. (7)  

Reli gi ous infl uences from Persi a 

Regardi ng the reli gious i nfl uences from Persi a,it may be not ed that 
the people of  Taxil a (Capital City of  Gandhara),used to expose 
their dead t o vultures, whi ch was a di sti nctive f eature of the  
Magi an (a pri estly cast e i n Zoroastriani s m way of life.Thi s practice 
was one that had been i ntroduced by the Persi an settl ers i n the fifth 
and f ourth centuri es B.C.as it i s practiced by the modern Parsees. It 
is,theref ore, reasonabl e to i nfer that origi nally thi s Magi an custom of 
di sposi ng of their dead must have been i ntroduced at Taxil a by the 
Achaemeni ans(we already menti oned about simil arities of  reli gi ous 
and its i nfluences on anci ent Iran and Indi a).(8) 

Concl usi on: 

At the last ,Hi storical  and Archaeologi cal  evi dence show cl ose 
rel ati on bet ween Iran and I ndi a i n art ,Architecture and culture.These 
rel ati on dose not limi t ed t o onl y one part of their hi story and it dose 
exi sted f or thousands of years bet ween these to ci vilization.Although 
Iran and Indi a was nei ghbor f or several centuries and until recent 
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age thi s connecti on strongly exi st ,but In thi s fi el d,first mill enni um 
B. C.E. was the golden age of  I ndo-Irani an cultural ti ght.in I ndi a we 
can observe a huge Cultural  Exchange bet ween the m during 
Achamenid peri od i n Iran and Mauryan dynasty.This cultural 
exchange,covered many aspects of art and architecture of bot h 
ci vilizati on.we can f ind si mil arity of symbol s and art designs whi ch 
used commonl y in their art and architecture duri ng thi s peri od . 
Most of these symbol s are moral  and reli gious symbol s whi ch 
indi cat e to same ori gi n of  these t wo peopl e.These cultural  
exchanges exi sted for several centuri es and were a Bil ateral Cultural  
Exchange.Someti mes concepts and symbol s moved from Iran to 
Indi a and sometimes it was t he reverse fl ow.St udy of  simil ar 
symbol s can be a key t o fi nd other cultural and reli gi ous aspects of 
both ci vilizati ons.It can be also hel pf ul f or anthropol ogi cal studi es of  
Indo-Iranian peopl e and t hrew li ght to dark parts of their hi story.  
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