International Journal of Research

—= International Journal of Research P oon. 2248 oox
. ] . - . e- : -
Aﬁ Available at https://edupediapublications.org/journals Volume 03 Issue 10

& <~ TR June 2016

The contact between Persia and Ancient India
The age of Great Darius of Achaenenid (521-485 B.C)

Fatemeh Hassan Aali from Iran, Ph.D
Department of Ancient Indian History Culture and Archaeology
University College of Arts & Social Sciences, Osmania University

sedan.yasna@yahoo.com

Abstract

The great Darius 1was a fanous king from Achaenenid dynasty, that he
divided the kingdom into twenty states called Shahrban (Satrap) and
appoi nted governors over each state. He selected a commander in each
state for the vhole present forces of the state. Also, the commander
was an agent fromthe king. Along with those tw occupations, he also
created a third job which was of receiving the taxes. All states
according to their wealth should pay tribute. It sum was over 14.560
Talents silver which is alnost around one third of what should be
paid to the treasury by Indian state. Furthernore, these paynents were
done in costly netals. The states submitted their natural gifts that
Darius naned India, in the inscriptions of Persepolis and Naghshe-
Rostam India has been naned in three languages: ancient

Persian,El anite, and Babylonian .According to classical writings of
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India Darius added the Indus River region to his conquered

l ands.(11)

In the carvings of Darius grave in MNaghsh-i-Rostamin Fars province
of Iran, Professor Hetresfeld has identified three Indian soldiers
vwho covered thenselves with a piece of cotton cloth.They have short
turban hats on their head.Their weapons are long and wide swords
that they hang with a rope over their shoul ders.The clothing style of

these three nen shows that they were Indians..(12)

Keywords : Darius, tribute, India, Shahrban(Satrap), inscriptions

Inscriptions of the Great Darius Behistun inscription:

Darius’Behistun inscription is located on the road of Hanedan-
Kermanshah in western Iran.In this inscription,Dari us naned
Harauvati as the most  eastern state of hiskingdomThis state is

present Ghandhar.

As it is nentioned, Gandhar was added to the kingdom of Iran by
Cyrus.The date of the genesis of Behistun is 517 B.C.Therefore, after
that date the occupation of western regions of India belonged to
Darius who commanded to dig the Suez Canal in Egypt before his attack

on India.He wanted to devel op business between the East and Wst.This
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natter was witten in the third line of the inscription about Suez
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Canal. Also,it is supposed that sone ships had been sent to the
shores of India at the sane tine to discover the water paths between
Vst Sea,Red Seaand Indian Ocean.Five years later,Darius occupied the
vestern region of the Indus River.Alsohe passed Indus River and added
part of Punjab to this new state in his kingdomThe significance of

Iranians entering India has been very inportant to Indians(13)

The period of Darius is the glorious period in the relationship
between Iran and India.V¥ also realize that the spiritual influence
of Iran on India reaches to its naximum during this tine.In later
centuries,it blooned into the Muryan Enpire.Behistun inscription
consists of a list of 23 states or Satrap.India was nentioned there.As
it was nentioned,the nost eastern part of the enpire pointed out
includes present day Ravalpindi and Peshawar and their neighburs,
Soghda (Sakndi ana),Shaka (Sakeeye) or Sakishia and Bakterish(Bakhtar)
and Bahika.Of the next two inscriptions, one is in Persepolis (518-515
B.C) and another is in Naghsh-e-Rostam (515 B.C).The nane of Gandhara
or Gandhar has been nentioned in all the four of Darius’s
inscriptions as an eastern state in his territory.Says Darius the

Ki ng:
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These are the countries which belong to ne,by the grace of Ornazd I

have becone King of themPersia,Susiana,Babylonia,Assyria, Arabia
,Egypt,those which are of thesea ,Sparta, Ionia, Mdia, Arnenia
,Cappadoci a, Parthi a, Zarangi a JAri a,Chorasm a
,Bactria,Sogdi ana,Gandara,the  Sacae,the Satagydes, Arachosia and

Mecia,in all twenty -three countries.Says Darius the King:

These are the countries which belong to ne;by the grace of Ornazd

they have becone subject to ne, they have brought tribute to ne. (14)

Inscription of Susa:

In 521 B.Cithe Persian king Darius I the Great ordered that a new
al phabet,the Aryan scrip was to be devel oped.This was used for a snall

corpus of inscriptions , known as the Achaenenid royal Inscriptions.

An overview of all inscriptions can be found here. The followng
text,vhich contains a useful list of satrapies, was witten in three
l anguages and is known fromeleven Ol d Persian,(five Elanite and three
Babyl oni an fragnents. One of these,a Babylonian stone tablet of

25x37 cmis alnost conpl ete.

They must have bel onged to several copies,vwhich included clay tablets

and a small cask.In the followng text,Darius tells howhe built the
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royal palace of Susa and inported products from all over his
enpire:This palace which I built at Susa,from afar its ornanentation
was brought. Downward the earth was dug, until I reached rock in the
earth.Wien the excavation had been nade,then rubble was packed
down,sone 40 cubits in depth,another part 20 cubits in depth.On that
rubble the palace was constructed.The silver and the ebony were
brought from Egypt.The ornanentation with which the wall was
adorned,that from Yaund was brought.The ivory which was brought here

was brought fromNubia and fromIndia and from Arachosi a.

A great god is Ahuramazda,vwho created this worldwho created yonder
sky,vho created nankind, who created happiness for nankind,vwho nade
Darius king. One king for nany,one leader of many.I am Darius,the great
king, king of kings, king of all kinds of peoples of all kinds of
origins ,king of this earth far and wide,the son of Hystaspes,the
Achaeneni d ,Persian,son of a Persian,an Aryan of Aryan descent.King
Darius says:By the grace of Ahuranazda ,these are the nations that I

subduedout si de Persi a.

[ ruled themThey brought ne tribute.Wiat [ ordered themthey did.They

kept ny lawthe Mede,the Elanmite,the Parthian,the Arian,the Bactrian,the
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Sogdi an, the Chorasmi an,the Drangi an,t he Arachosi an, the

Sattagydian,the Mcian , the Gandaran,the Indian, the Haona-drinking
Sacathe Saca with pointed caps,the Babyl onian, the Syrian,the Arab,the
Egyptian, theArnenian,the Cappadocian,the Lydian,the Greeks near and
across the sea ,the Thracian ,the Libyan, the Nubian,the Carian.King
Darius says:Mich that was done badly,] nade good.The nations were in
conmotion;people were fighting each other.By the grace of
Ahuranazda,I brought about that they no longer fight each other at
all.Each one is in his place.They feel fear of ny lawso that the
stronger does not fight or destroy the weak.King Darius says:By the
grace of Ahuranazda, nany constructions that had previously been put
out of place ,] put in place.In a tow called [lacunal,the wall was
fallen from age.Before this un repaired wall 1 built another,[to
serve] fromthat tine into the future.King Darius says: Miy Ahuranazda
and the gods protect ne,ny royal house,and what [ wote in this

inscription.(15)

Darius also talks about the construction equi pnents of Shush palace
in his own inscription in Shush.He nentioned India and his
nei ghbours for collaborating to conplete that palace.Darius’s

inscription gives a picture of perfornance and decoration. Darius

Available online: http://edupediapublications.org/journals/index.php/lJR/ Page |1124



https://edupediapublications.org/journals
http://edupediapublications.org/journals/index.php/IJR/

International Journal of Research

// International Journal of Research P-ISSN: 2348-6848
M e-ISSN: 2348-795X
~

Available at https://edupediapublications.org/journals
ps://edup 2 /] Volume 03 Issue 10

& <~ TR June 2016

stated:I have built this palace in Shush.Its naterials and jewels have
been brought from far away.The land has been taken from far down so
that I reach stone in the ground,as the digging has been done.After
that,nortar has been accumul ated .Also,a part wth its depth is 20
Arsh.A palace has been built on it and the land which was dug and
nortar which was accumul ated and adobe which has rubbed by Babylon’s
peopl e.The lunber of the palace has been brought from Lebanon.
Assyrians brought it to Babylon . Kairha carried it to Greece, and
Greek people brought them to Shush.Wod,Yaka,has been brought from
Gandhar and Kernan.The gold which was  used here has been brought
from Soghd.the ivory which was used here has  been brought from

Abyssinia, India and Rakhaj .

Darius' Suez Inscriptions

The next three texts are part of a slab of pink granite that was
di scovered in 1866, by Charles de Lesseps,near Kabret , 130 kil oneters
form Suez.The upper part shows Darius(twice)flanking a cartouche
with his nane.To the left and right is inscription;at his feet
iswitten in ancient Persian and Elamte;the reverse of the stone

gives the sane text -with sone extra details-in Egyptian. The first
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two texts resenbl e.The nonunent,also known as the Chal ouf stele,vas

related to the construction of a canal that connected the river Nile
and the Red Sea.The project,finished by king Darius,was not the first
of its kind:in fact,Ranses II(pharaoh from 1279-1213 B.C)had already
built a canal like this and the list of places nentioned in the
biblical book of Exodus as the route of the Jew leaving Egypt
,resenbl es the general direction of the canal.But although Darius
nerely restored an older water course,the project was very inportant
because it facilitated trade between the Nile,Red Seaand Persian Gulf.
King Darius says:] ama Persian;setting out from Persia I conquered
Egypt.l ordered to dig this canal fromthe river that is called Nile
and flows in Egypt,to the sea that begins in Persia.Therefore,vhen
this canal had been dug as I had ordered, ships went from Egypt

through this canal to Persia,as I had intended.

Darius the Great: building inscription fromPersepolis

In the following text,to be found on the terrace walls of Persepolis ,
Darius asks the gods to protect Persia,and tells about the size of

his enpire.The full text of the inscription is given bel owl am Darius
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the great king,the king of kings,the king of nany countries , the son

of Hystaspes,an Achaeneni d.

By the favor of Ahuranazda these are the countries which I got into
ny possession along with this Persian people, which felt fear of ne
and bore ne tribute: Elam Mdia,Babylonia, Arabia, Assyria
,Egypt ,Arneni a,Cappadocia, Lydia, the Greeks who are of the nainland
and those who are by the seaand countries which area cross the
sea,Sagartia, Parthi a,
Drangi ana,Ari a,Bactria,Sogdi a,Chorasni a,Sat tagydi a,Arachosi ,Hi ndus,Gandar

a,Sacae,Mika.(16)

Dari us:Four enpire lists

Darius fought several foreign wars,which brought him to India and
Thrace.Wien he died,the Persian Enpire had reached its largest
extent.He was succeeded by his son Xerxes.In the followi ng texts,often
called Enpire lists,we see the expansion of the Persian Enpire:Darius
nentions the territories he had conquered. The oldest list is the
Behi stun inscription(519 B.C);a second text was found on the
Persepolis terrace(515 B.C);a third one is from Susa(after 513B.C);and

the last one can be read on Darius' tonb at MNag$-i Rustam (after 492
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B.C).(The list of tax districts in Herodotus' Hstories is an odd
exanpl e of the sane genre.)The texts are very interesting,not only
because they show the expansion of the enpire,but also the changing

borders of the satrapies.

Behi stun inscription

These are the countries which are subject unto ne,and by the favor of
Ahuranazda [ becane ki ng of
themPersi a,El amBabyl oni a,Assyri a,Arabi a,Egypt,the ountries by the
Sea,Lydi a,the Greeks, Medi a, Arneni a,Cappadoci a,Parthi a,
Drangi ana,Ari a,Chorasni a, Bactria ,Sogdi a, Gandara, Scythia

,Sattagydi a,Arachosia and Mika ; twenty - three lands in all.

Persepolis terrace

By the favour of Ahuramazda these are the countries which I got into
ny possession along wth this Persian people,which felt fear of ne
and bore mne tribute :Elam Mdia,Babylonia ,Arabia ,Assyria
,Egypt ,Arneni a,Cappadocia, Lydia,the Greeks whoare of the mainland and
those who are by the seaand countries which are across the sea,
Sagarti a, Parthia ,Drangi ana LAri a, Bactria,Sogdi a

,Chorasmi a,Sattagydi a,Arachosi a,H ndu$,Gandra,Scyt hi ans,Mika.
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Susa inscription

By the favor of Ahuramazda these are the countries which I seized
outside of Persia; I ruled over themthey bore tribute to ne;what was
said to them by ne,that they did;ny lawthat held them firm
Medi a,El amBabyl oni a,Ari a,Bactri a, Sogdi a, Chorasni a, Drangi ana,
Arachosi a,Sattagydi a,Mika,Gandara,Hi ndus,Sakdhaunavarga,Sakai grakhauda,P
arthi a,Assyri a,Arabi a,Egypt ,Arneni a,Cappadoci a,Lydi a,the Greeks who are
by the sea and who are across the sea, Thracians, Libyans, Ethiopians ,

Cari ans.

MNagsh-i Rustam

By the favor of Ahuranazda these are the countries which I seized
outside of Persia;l ruled over themThey bore tribute to ne;they did
vwhat was said to them by ne;they held ny law firny;
Medi a,El amParthi a,Ari a,Bactri a,Sogdi a,Chorasni a,Drangi ana,

Arachosi a,Sat tagydi a,Gandara,H ndus,Sakdhaunavarga,Sakati grakhauda,Babyl
oni a,Assyri a,Arabi a,Egypt,Arneni a,Cappadoci a,Lydi a,t he Greeks,Saka
paradraya Thrace,the Mcedonians,the Libyans ,the Nubians,the nen of

Mika and the Carians

Steel of eastern stairs of Apadana, Persepolis and Naghsh-E-Rostam
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Darius [ accepted representation of all countries of his great
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ki ngdomThey provided that the  best gifts from their lands for
dedi cated to the king.The neeting started with Medes and Elanite
people in the upper rowAt the endthe low row belonged to
Indi ans.They were wearing just a wapper.The first Indian person who
carries the gift has a horizontal stick on his shoulder on which a
basket is hanging on each side of it.There are two closed bags in
each basket that contained the golden powder of Indus.Also,Indians
brought an ass with thensel ves.Wth the figures of Indians,ends the
long line of figures from inperial tribes.The order of location of
these tribes is the sane order which Darius accounts in his grave in
Naghsh-e-Rostam near Persepolis, but with sone small differences.The
docunents of the plaques several tines,the satraps who were
travel ling,have been nentioned in the relic,which existed in the ruins
of Persepolis and Shush However there are no details about the
duration of their missions and portions.However, the nane of Indian

person is nentioned.

Apadai va,cane to the Shush in 499 B.C.and then,he returned to

India.lt seens he wanted to receive a Satrap command for Indians so
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he had nade a long journey.Hs monthly portion was 2100 liters beer

and probably 900 liters wine.

The expansion of Persia

Behi stun Persepolis Susa

Nagsh-i Rustam

persia  ~ -mmmmo-- --

El am El am

El am El am

Babyl oni a Babyl oni a Babyl oni a

Babyl oni a

Assyria Assyria

Assyria Assyria

Arabi a Arabi a Arabi a

Arabi a
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Egypt Egypt Egypt
Egypt Countries by the sea Countries by the sea To Assyria
(to Assyria)
Lydi a Lydi a Lydi a
Lydi a
Greeks Greeks by the sea Greeks by the sea

Greeks by the sea

Micedoni a

Medi a

Medi a

Arneni a

Arneni a

Cappadoci a

Cappadoci a

Parthi a

Parthia[1]

Greeks beyond the sea

Medi a

Arneni a

Cappadoci a

Parthia

Greeks beyond the sea

Medi a

Arneni a

Cappadoci a

Parthi a
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Drangi ana Drangi ana Drangi ana

Drangi ana

-------- Sagartia (to Drangiana)[2]

(to Drangiana)

Aria Aria

Aria Aria

Chorasmi a Chorasmni a Chorasni a

Chorasmi a

Bactria Bactria

Bactria Bactria

Sogdi a Sogdi a

Sogdi a Sogdi a

Gandara Gandara

Gandara Gandara

Saka Saka Saka

haunavarga Saka haunavarga
----------- Saka

ti grakhauda Saka tigrakhauda
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------------ Saka
paradraya Saka paradraya
Sattagydia Sattagydia
Sattagydia Sattagydia
Arachosi a Arachosi a
Arachosi a Arachosi a
Maka Maka
Maka Maka
------ Hi ndus
Hi ndus Hi ndus
Thrace Thrace
Caria [3] Caria
-------- Li bya
-------- Nubi a
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e The text nentions Babylonia twce; Parthia is a restoration.

e The nonads of Sagartia, only nentioned as an independent satrapy on

the Persepolis list, was, at this tinme, added to Drangi ana.

e The Carians had been sudued by Cyrus the Great but had retained

sonething of their independence (17)

cocl usi on

Ancient Dorian Greek historian Herodotus, who is regarded as the
Father of History,describes in his third book(94th Article)that
India was one of satraps of Darius’s kingdom India was a rich
satrap.It was able to supply one third of enpire with its incone
vhich was 360 talents in golden dust.This gold had been nined from
north of Indus.It was a region with plenty of gold at that tine
according to geologists. Herodotus has an interesting description
about nining gold fromsoil.He wrote,Probably these aninals have been
Tibetan nastiff which has been nentioned in Mbhabharata.They have

been used to have nmining gold in Dardistan.(18)

In 512B.C Darius gave a nission to Admiral Scylax Decaryanda,a Greek
commander who was in the service of Darius to find a way from Indus

River to Egypt .It was a vast map for discovering sea paths in order
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to connect the eastern parts of the kingdom to its western
possessions.This attenpt was both political and official.
Mreover,busi ness ains were another stimiulant to Darius for perforning

his purpose .(19)

Through the witings of Herodotus it is realized that
Darius’territory included entire south regions of Indus,east dry

lands of this region,and Rajputana.

Al'so,Indus region included present day Punjab.In the west of the Indus
river to its nmouth,it has neighborhood in the west with Gandara which

included Aria, Harat,and rakhuzi a(Ghandhar).(20)
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