
   International Journal of Research 
Available at https://edupediapublications.org/journals 

p-ISSN: 2348-6848 
e-ISSN: 2348-795X 
Volume 03 Issue 10 

June 2016 

 

Available online: http://edupediapublications.org/journals/index.php/IJR/ P a g e  | 1119 

 

 

The contact between Persi a and Anci ent I ndi a 
The age of  Great Dari us of  Achaemeni d (521-485 B.C) 

Fatemeh Hassan Aali  from Iran, Ph.D 

Department of Ancient Indian History Culture and Archaeology 

University College of Arts & Social Sciences, Osmania University 

sedan.yasna@yahoo.com  

Abst ract  

 The great  Dari us 1was a f amous ki ng f rom Achaemeni d dynast y, t hat  he   

di vi ded t he ki ngdom i nt o twent y st at es cal l ed Shahrban (Sat rap) and 

appoi nt ed governors over each st at e. He sel ect ed a commander i n each 

st at e f or t he whol e present  f orces of  t he st at e. Al so, t he commander 

was an agent  f rom t he ki ng. Al ong wi t h t hose two occupat i ons, he al so 

creat ed a t hi rd j ob whi ch was of  recei vi ng t he t axes. Al l  st at es 

accordi ng t o t hei r weal t h shoul d pay t ri but e. I t  sum was over 14.560 

Tal ent s si l ver whi ch i s al most  around one t hi rd of  what  shoul d be 

pai d t o t he t reasury by I ndi an st at e. Furt hermore, t hese payment s were 

done i n cost l y met al s. The st at es submi t t ed t hei r nat ural  gi f t s t hat  

Dari us named I ndi a, i n t he i nscri pt i ons of  Persepol i s and Naghshe-

Rost am. I ndi a has been named i n t hree l anguages: anci ent  

Persi an,El ami t e, and Babyl oni an .Accordi ng t o cl assi cal  wri t i ngs of  
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I ndi a Dari us added  t he  I ndus  Ri ver  regi on t o hi s conquered 

l ands.(11) 

 I n t he carvi ngs of   Dari us grave i n Naghsh-i -Rost am i n Fars provi nce 

of  I ran, Prof essor Het resf el d has i dent i f i ed  t hree I ndi an sol di ers 

who covered t hemsel ves wi t h a pi ece of  cot t on  cl ot h.They have short  

t urban hat s on  t hei r  head.Thei r weapons are l ong and wi de swords 

t hat  t hey hang wi t h a rope over t hei r shoul ders.The cl ot hi ng st yl e of  

t hese t hree men shows t hat  t hey were I ndi ans..(12)  

Keywords: Dari us , t ri but e, I ndi a, Shahrban(Sat rap), i nscri pt i ons 

I nscri pt i ons of  the Great Dari us Behi stun i nscri pt i on: 

Dari us’Behi st un i nscri pt i on i s l ocat ed on t he road of  Hamedan- 

Kermanshah i n west ern  I ran.I n t hi s  i nscri pt i on,Dari us  named  

Harauvat i  as t he most   east ern st at e of  hi ski ngdom.Thi s st at e i s 

present  Ghandhar. 

As i t  i s ment i oned, Gandhar was added t o t he ki ngdom of   I ran by 

Cyrus.The dat e of  t he genesi s of  Behi st un i s 517  B.C.Theref ore, af t er 

t hat  dat e t he occupat i on of  west ern regi ons of  I ndi a bel onged t o 

Dari us who commanded t o di g t he Suez Canal  i n Egypt  bef ore hi s at t ack 

on I ndi a.He want ed t o devel op busi ness between t he East  and West .Thi s 
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mat t er was wri t t en i n t he t hi rd l i ne of  t he i nscri pt i on about  Suez 

Canal . Al so,i t  i s supposed t hat  some  shi ps had been sent  t o t he 

shores of  I ndi a at  t he same t i me t o di scover t he wat er  pat hs between 

West  Sea,Red Seaand I ndi an Ocean.Fi ve years l at er ,Dari us occupi ed t he 

west ern regi on of  t he I ndus Ri ver.Al so,he passed I ndus Ri ver and added 

part  of  Punj ab t o t hi s new st at e i n hi s ki ngdom.The si gni f i cance of  

I rani ans ent eri ng I ndi a has been very i mport ant  t o I ndi ans(13) 

The peri od of   Dari us i s t he gl ori ous peri od i n t he rel at i onshi p 

between I ran and I ndi a.We al so real i ze t hat  t he spi ri t ual  i nf l uence 

of  I ran on I ndi a reaches t o i t s maxi mum duri ng t hi s t i me.I n l at er 

cent uri es,i t  bl oomed i nt o t he Mauryan Empi re.Behi st un i nscri pt i on 

consi st s of  a l i st  of  23 st at es or Sat rap.I ndi a was ment i oned t here.As 

i t  was ment i oned,t he most  east ern part  of  t he empi re poi nt ed out  

i ncl udes present  day Raval pi ndi  and Peshawar and t hei r nei ghburs, 

Soghda (Sakndi ana),Shaka (Sakeeye) or Saki shi a and Bakt eri sh(Bakht ar) 

and Bahi ka.Of  t he next  two i nscri pt i ons, one i s i n Persepol i s (518-515 

B.C) and anot her i s i n Naghsh-e-Rost am (515 B.C).The name of  Gandhara 

or Gandhar has been ment i oned i n al l  t he f our of  Dari us’s 

i nscri pt i ons as an east ern st at e i n hi s t erri t ory.Says Dari us t he 

Ki ng: 
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These are t he count ri es whi ch bel ong t o me,by t he grace of  Ormazd I  

have become Ki ng of  t hem,Persi a,Susi ana,Babyl oni a,Assyri a, Arabi a  

,Egypt ,t hose whi ch are of  t hesea ,Spart a, I oni a, Medi a, Armeni a 

,Cappadoci a, Part hi a, Zarangi a ,Ari a,Chorasmi a 

,Bact ri a,Sogdi ana,Gandara,t he Sacae,t he Sat agydes, Arachosi a and 

Meci a,i n al l  twent y -t hree count ri es.Says Dari us t he Ki ng: 

These are t he count ri es whi ch bel ong t o me;by t he grace of  Ormazd 

t hey have become subj ect  t o me, t hey have brought  t ri but e t o me. (14) 

I nscri pt i on of  Susa: 

I n 521 B.C,t he Persi an ki ng Dari us I  t he Great  ordered t hat  a new 

al phabet ,t he Aryan scri p was t o be devel oped.Thi s was used f or a smal l  

corpus of  i nscri pt i ons , known as t he Achaemeni d royal  I nscri pt i ons. 

An overvi ew of  al l  i nscri pt i ons can be f ound here. The f ol l owi ng 

t ext ,whi ch  cont ai ns a usef ul  l i st  of  sat rapi es, was wri t t en i n t hree 

l anguages and i s known f rom el even Ol d Persi an,f i ve El ami t e and t hree 

Babyl oni an f ragment s. One of  t hese,a Babyl oni an st one t abl et  of   

25×37 cm,i s al most  compl et e. 

They must  have bel onged t o several  copi es,whi ch i ncl uded cl ay t abl et s 

and a smal l  cask.I n t he  f ol l owi ng  t ext ,Dari us t el l s how he bui l t  t he 
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royal  pal ace of  Susa  and  i mport ed product s f rom al l  over hi s 

empi re:Thi s pal ace whi ch I  bui l t  at  Susa,f rom af ar i t s ornament at i on 

was  brought . Downward t he eart h was dug, unt i l  I  reached rock i n t he 

eart h.When t he excavat i on had been made,t hen rubbl e was packed 

down,some 40 cubi t s i n dept h,anot her part  20 cubi t s i n dept h.On t hat  

rubbl e t he pal ace was const ruct ed.The si l ver and t he ebony were 

brought  f rom Egypt .The ornament at i on wi t h whi ch t he wal l  was 

adorned,t hat  f rom Yaunâ was brought .The i vory whi ch was brought  here 

was brought  f rom Nubi a and f rom I ndi a and f rom Arachosi a. 

A great  god i s Ahuramazda,who creat ed t hi s worl d,who creat ed yonder 

sky,who creat ed manki nd, who creat ed happi ness f or manki nd,who made 

Dari us ki ng. One ki ng f or many,one l eader of  many.I  am Dari us,t he great  

ki ng, ki ng of  ki ngs, ki ng of  al l  ki nds of  peopl es of  al l  ki nds of  

ori gi ns ,ki ng of  t hi s eart h f ar and wi de,t he son of  Hyst aspes,t he 

Achaemeni d ,Persi an,son of  a Persi an,an Aryan of  Aryan descent .Ki ng 

Dari us says:By t he grace of  Ahuramazda ,t hese are t he nat i ons t hat  I  

subduedout si de Persi a. 

I  rul ed t hem.They brought  me t ri but e.What  I  ordered t hem,t hey di d.They 

kept  my l aw:t he Mede,t he El ami t e,t he Part hi an,t he Ari an,t he Bact ri an,t he 
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Sogdi an, t he Chorasmi an,t he Drangi an,t he Arachosi an, t he 

Sat t agydi an,t he Maci an , t he Gandaran,t he I ndi an, t he Haoma-dri nki ng 

Sacat he Saca wi t h poi nt ed caps,t he Babyl oni an, t he Syri an,t he Arab,t he 

Egypt i an, t heArmeni an,t he Cappadoci an,t he Lydi an,t he Greeks near and 

across t he sea ,t he Thraci an ,t he  Li byan, t he Nubi an,t he Cari an.Ki ng 

Dari us says:Much t hat  was done badl y,I  made good.The nat i ons were i n 

commot i on;peopl e were f i ght i ng each ot her.By t he grace of   

Ahuramazda,I  brought  about  t hat  t hey no l onger f i ght  each ot her at  

al l .Each one i s i n hi s pl ace.They f eel  f ear of  my l aw,so t hat  t he 

st ronger does not  f i ght  or dest roy t he weak.Ki ng Dari us says:By t he 

grace of  Ahuramazda, many const ruct i ons t hat   had previ ousl y  been put  

out  of  pl ace ,I  put  i n  pl ace.I n a t own cal l ed [l acuna],t he  wal l   was 

f al l en f rom age.Bef ore t hi s un repai red wal l  I  bui l t  anot her ,[t o 

serve] f rom t hat  t i me i nt o t he f ut ure.Ki ng Dari us says: May Ahuramazda 

and t he gods prot ect  me,my royal  house,and what  I  wrot e i n t hi s 

i nscri pt i on.(15) 

Dari us al so t al ks about  t he const ruct i on equi pment s of  Shush pal ace 

i n hi s own i nscri pt i on i n  Shush.He ment i oned I ndi a and hi s 

nei ghbours f or col l aborat i ng t o compl et e t hat  pal ace.Dari us’s 

i nscri pt i on gi ves a pi ct ure of  perf ormance and decorat i on. Dari us 
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st at ed:I  have bui l t  t hi s pal ace i n Shush.I t s mat eri al s and j ewel s have 

been brought  f rom f ar away.The l and has been t aken f rom f ar down so 

t hat  I  reach st one i n t he ground,as t he di ggi ng has been done.Af t er 

t hat ,mort ar has been accumul at ed .Al so,a part  wi t h i t s dept h i s 20 

Arsh.A pal ace has been bui l t  on i t  and t he l and whi ch was dug and 

mort ar whi ch was accumul at ed and adobe whi ch has rubbed by Babyl on’s 

peopl e.The l umber of  t he pal ace has been brought  f rom Lebanon. 

Assyri ans brought  i t  t o Babyl on . Kai rha carri ed i t  t o Greece, and 

Greek peopl e brought  t hem t o Shush.Wood,Yaka,has been brought  f rom 

Gandhar and Kerman.The gol d  whi ch  was   used here has been brought  

f rom Soghd.t he i vory whi ch was used here has  been brought  f rom 

Abyssi ni a, I ndi a and Rakhaj . 

Dari us' Suez I nscri pt i ons 

The next  t hree t ext s are part  of  a sl ab of  pi nk grani t e t hat  was 

di scovered i n 1866, by Charl es de Lesseps,near Kabret  , 130 ki l omet ers  

f orm Suez.The upper part  shows Dari us(twi ce),f l anki ng a  cart ouche 

wi t h hi s name.To t he l ef t  and ri ght  i s i nscri pt i on;at  hi s f eet  

i swri t t en i n anci ent  Persi an and El ami t e;t he reverse of  t he st one 

gi ves t he same t ext  -wi t h some ext ra  det ai l s-i n Egypt i an. The f i rst  
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two t ext s resembl e.The monument ,al so known as t he Chal ouf  st el e,was 

rel at ed t o t he const ruct i on of  a canal  t hat  connect ed t he ri ver Ni l e 

and t he Red Sea.The proj ect ,f i ni shed by ki ng Dari us,was not  t he f i rst  

of  i t s ki nd:i n f act ,Ramses I I (pharaoh f rom 1279-1213 B.C)had al ready 

bui l t  a canal  l i ke t hi s and t he l i st  of  pl aces ment i oned i n t he 

bi bl i cal  book of  Exodus as t he rout e of  t he J ews l eavi ng Egypt  

,resembl es t he general  di rect i on of  t he canal .But  al t hough Dari us 

merel y rest ored an ol der wat er course,t he proj ect  was very i mport ant  

because i t  f aci l i t at ed t rade between t he Ni l e,Red Seaand Persi an Gul f . 

Ki ng Dari us says:I  am a Persi an;set t i ng out  f rom  Persi a I  conquered 

Egypt .I  ordered t o di g t hi s canal  f rom t he ri ver t hat  i s cal l ed Ni l e 

and f l ows i n Egypt ,t o t he sea t hat   begi ns  i n  Persi a.Theref ore,when 

t hi s canal   had been dug as I  had ordered, shi ps went  f rom Egypt  

t hrough t hi s canal  t o Persi a,as I  had i nt ended. 

Dari us the Great : bui l di ng i nscri pt i on f rom Persepol i s 

I n t he f ol l owi ng t ext ,t o be f ound on t he t errace wal l s of  Persepol i s , 

Dari us asks t he gods t o prot ect  Persi a,and t el l s about  t he si ze of   

hi s empi re.The f ul l  t ext  of  t he i nscri pt i on i s gi ven bel ow:I  am Dari us 
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t he great  ki ng,t he ki ng of  ki ngs,t he ki ng of  many count ri es , t he son 

of  Hyst aspes,an Achaemeni d.  

By t he f avor of  Ahuramazda t hese are t he count ri es whi ch I  got  i nt o 

my possessi on al ong wi t h t hi s Persi an peopl e, whi ch f el t  f ear of  me 

and bore me t ri but e: El am, Medi a,Babyl oni a, Arabi a, Assyri a 

,Egypt ,Armeni a,Cappadoci a, Lydi a, t he Greeks who are of  t he mai nl and 

and t hose who are by t he seaand count ri es whi ch area cross t he 

sea,Sagart i a, Part hi a, 

Drangi ana,Ari a,Bact ri a,Sogdi a,Chorasmi a,Sat t agydi a,Arachosi ,Hi nduš,Gandar

a,Sacae,Maka.(16) 

Dari us:Four empi re l i st s 

Dari us f ought  several  f orei gn wars,whi ch brought  hi m t o I ndi a and 

Thrace.When he di ed,t he Persi an Empi re had reached i t s l argest  

ext ent .He was succeeded by hi s son Xerxes.I n t he f ol l owi ng t ext s,of t en 

cal l ed Empi re l i st s,we see t he expansi on of  t he Persi an Empi re:Dari us  

ment i ons t he t erri t ori es he had conquered. The ol dest  l i st  i s t he 

Behi st un  i nscri pt i on(519  B.C);a second t ext  was f ound on t he 

Persepol i s t errace(515 B.C);a t hi rd one i s f rom Susa(af t er 513B.C);and 

t he l ast  one can be read on Dari us ' t omb at  Naqš-i  Rust am (af t er 492 
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B.C).(The l i st  of  t ax di st ri ct s i n Herodot us ' Hi st ori es i s an odd 

exampl e of   t he same  genre.)The  t ext s  are very i nt erest i ng,not  onl y 

because t hey show t he expansi on of  t he empi re,but  al so t he changi ng 

borders of  t he sat rapi es.   

Behi stun i nscri pt i on 

These are t he count ri es whi ch are subj ect  unt o me,and by t he f avor of  

Ahuramazda I  became ki ng of  

t hem:Persi a,El am,Babyl oni a,Assyri a,Arabi a,Egypt ,t he ount ri es by t he 

Sea,Lydi a,t he Greeks, Medi a, Armeni a,Cappadoci a,Part hi a, 

Drangi ana,Ari a,Chorasmi a, Bact ri a ,Sogdi a, Gandara, Scyt hi a 

,Sat t agydi a,Arachosi a and Maka ; twent y - t hree l ands i n al l . 

Persepol i s terrace 

By t he f avour of  Ahuramazda t hese are t he count ri es whi ch I  got  i nt o 

my possessi on  al ong  wi t h t hi s Persi an peopl e,whi ch f el t  f ear of  me 

and bore me t ri but e :El am, Medi a,Babyl oni a ,Arabi a ,Assyri a 

,Egypt ,Armeni a,Cappadoci a, Lydi a,t he Greeks whoare of  t he mai nl and and 

t hose who are by t he seaand count ri es whi ch are across t he sea, 

Sagart i a, Part hi a ,Drangi ana ,Ari a, Bact ri a,Sogdi a 

,Chorasmi a,Sat t agydi a,Arachosi a,Hi nduš,Gandra,Scyt hi ans,Maka. 

https://edupediapublications.org/journals
http://edupediapublications.org/journals/index.php/IJR/


   International Journal of Research 
Available at https://edupediapublications.org/journals 

p-ISSN: 2348-6848 
e-ISSN: 2348-795X 
Volume 03 Issue 10 

June 2016 

 

Available online: http://edupediapublications.org/journals/index.php/IJR/ P a g e  | 1129 

 

 

Susa i nscri pt i on 

By t he f avor of  Ahuramazda t hese are t he count ri es  whi ch I  sei zed 

out si de of  Persi a; I  rul ed over t hem;t hey bore t ri but e t o me;what  was 

sai d t o t hem by me,t hat  t hey di d;my l aw-t hat  hel d t hem f i rm: 

Medi a,El am,Babyl oni a,Ari a,Bact ri a, Sogdi a, Chorasmi a, Drangi ana, 

Arachosi a,Sat t agydi a,Maka,Gandara,Hi nduš,Sakâhaumavargâ,Sakâi grakhaudâ,P

art hi a,Assyri a,Arabi a,Egypt ,Armeni a,Cappadoci a,Lydi a,t he Greeks who are 

by t he sea and who are across t he sea, Thraci ans, Li byans, Et hi opi ans , 

Cari ans.  

Naqsh-i  Rustam 

By t he f avor of  Ahuramazda t hese are t he count ri es whi ch I  sei zed 

out si de of  Persi a;I  rul ed over t hem;They bore t ri but e t o me;t hey di d 

what  was sai d t o t hem by me;t hey hel d my l aw f i rml y; 

Medi a,El am,Part hi a,Ari a,Bact ri a,Sogdi a,Chorasmi a,Drangi ana, 

Arachosi a,Sat t agydi a,Gandara,Hi nduš,Sakâhaumavargâ,Sakât i grakhaudâ,Babyl

oni a,Assyri a,Arabi a,Egypt ,Armeni a,Cappadoci a,Lydi a,t he Greeks,Sakâ 

paradrayâ Thrace,t he Macedoni ans,t he Li byans ,t he Nubi ans,t he men of  

Maka and t he Cari ans  

Steel  of  eastern stai rs of  Apadana, Persepol i s and Naghsh-E-Rostam 
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Dari us I  accept ed represent at i on of  al l  count ri es of  hi s great  

ki ngdom.They provi ded t hat  t he  best  gi f t s f rom t hei r l ands f or 

dedi cat ed t o t he ki ng.The meet i ng st art ed wi t h Medes and  El ami t e 

peopl e i n t he upper row.At  t he end,t he l ow row bel onged t o 

I ndi ans.They were weari ng  j ust  a wrapper.The f i rst  I ndi an person who 

carri es t he gi f t  has a hori zont al  st i ck on hi s shoul der on whi ch a 

basket  i s hangi ng on each si de of  i t .There are two cl osed bags i n 

each basket  t hat   cont ai ned t he gol den powder of  I ndus.Al so,I ndi ans 

brought  an ass wi t h t hemsel ves.Wi t h t he  f i gures of  I ndi ans,ends t he 

l ong l i ne of  f i gures f rom i mperi al  t ri bes.The order of  l ocat i on of  

t hese  t ri bes i s t he same order whi ch Dari us account s i n hi s grave i n 

Naghsh-e-Rost am near Persepol i s, but  wi t h some smal l  di f f erences.The 

document s of  t he pl aques several  t i mes,t he sat raps who were 

t ravel l i ng,have been ment i oned i n t he rel i c,whi ch exi st ed i n t he rui ns 

of  Persepol i s and Shush However t here are no det ai l s about  t he 

durat i on of  t hei r mi ssi ons and port i ons.However , t he name of  I ndi an 

person i s ment i oned. 

Apadai va,came t o t he Shush i n 499 B.C.and t hen,he   ret urned t o 

I ndi a.I t  seems he want ed t o recei ve a Sat rap command f or I ndi ans so 
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he had made a l ong j ourney.Hi s mont hl y port i on was 2100 l i t ers beer 

and probabl y 900 l i t ers wi ne. 

The expansi on of  Persi a 

Behi stun                        Persepol i s                         Susa                              

Naqsh-i  Rustam 

Persi a                                 --------                           --

---                                     --------- 

El am                                    El am                           

El am                                      El am  

Babyl oni a                            Babyl oni a                 Babyl oni a                             

Babyl oni a  

Assyri a                                Assyri a                      

Assyri a                                 Assyri a   

Arabi a                                 Arabi a                       Arabi a                               

Arabi a  
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Egypt                                    Egypt                        Egypt                    

Egypt  Count ri es by t he sea         Count ri es by t he sea   To Assyri a                                                                 

(t o Assyri a)  

Lydi a                                   Lydi a                        Lydi a                                      

Lydi a  

Greeks                  Greeks by t he sea          Greeks by t he sea                      

Greeks by t he sea  

--------              Greeks beyond t he sea   Greeks beyond t he sea                               

Macedoni a  

Medi a                                   Medi a                        Medi a                                  

Medi a  

Armeni a                              Armeni a                  Armeni a                                  

Armeni a  

Cappadoci a                      Cappadoci a              Cappadoci a                               

Cappadoci a  

Part hi a                                 Part hi a                        

Part hi a[1]                             Part hi a  
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Drangi ana                         Drangi ana                    Drangi ana                             

Drangi ana  

  --------                       Sagart i a                  (t o Drangi ana)[2]                            

(t o Drangi ana)  

Ari a                                  Ari a                               

Ari a                                              Ari a  

Chorasmi a                  Chorasmi a                        Chorasmi a                                     

Chorasmi a  

Bact ri a                             Bact ri a                             

Bact ri a                                          Bact ri a  

Sogdi a                             Sogdi a                              

Sogdi a                                           Sogdi a  

Gandara                          Gandara                            

Gandara                                        Gandara  

Sakâ                                Sakâ                     Sakâ 

haumavargâ                       Sakâ haumavargâ  

  -----                              ------                      Sakâ 

t i grakhaudâ                        Sakâ t i grakhaudâ  
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 ------                               ------                         Sakâ 

paradrayâ                          Sakâ paradrayâ  

Sat t agydi a                     Sat t agydi a                           

Sat t agydi a                               Sat t agydi a  

Arachosi a                        Arachosi a                          

Arachosi a                               Arachosi a  

Maka                              Maka                                  

Maka                                       Maka  

------                               Hi nduš                               

Hi nduš                                     Hi nduš  

------                              --------                                 

Thrace                                     Thrace  

------                              --------                                

Cari a [3]                                   Cari a  

------                              --------                                -

--------                                       Li bya  

------                               -------                                  

--------                                       Nubi a  
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 The t ext  ment i ons Babyl oni a twi ce; Part hi a i s a rest orat i on.  

 The nomads of  Sagart i a, onl y ment i oned as an i ndependent  sat rapy on 

t he Persepol i s l i st , was, at  t hi s t i me, added t o Drangi ana.   

 The Cari ans had been sudued by Cyrus t he Great  but  had ret ai ned 

somet hi ng of  t hei r i ndependence (17) 

cocl usi on 

Anci ent  Dori an Greek hi st ori an Herodot us, who i s regarded as t he  

Fat her of  Hi st ory,descri bes  i n  hi s t hi rd book(94t h Art i cl e)t hat  

I ndi a was one of  sat raps of  Dari us’s ki ngdom. I ndi a was a ri ch 

sat rap.I t  was abl e t o suppl y one t hi rd of  empi re wi t h i t s i ncome 

whi ch was 360 t al ent s i n gol den dust .Thi s gol d had been mi ned f rom 

nort h of  I ndus.I t  was a  regi on wi t h pl ent y of   gol d at  t hat  t i me 

accordi ng t o geol ogi st s. Herodot us has an i nt erest i ng descri pt i on 

about  mi ni ng gol d f rom soi l .He wrot e,Probabl y t hese ani mal s have been 

Ti bet an mast i f f  whi ch has been ment i oned  i n Mahabharat a.They have 

been used t o have mi ni ng gol d i n Dardi st an.(18) 

 I n 512B.C Dari us gave a mi ssi on t o Admi ral  Scyl ax Decaryanda,a Greek 

commander who was i n t he servi ce of  Dari us t o f i nd a way f rom I ndus 

Ri ver t o Egypt  .I t  was a vast  map f or  di scoveri ng sea pat hs i n order 
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t o connect  t he east ern part s of  t he ki ngdom t o i t s west ern  

possessi ons.Thi s at t empt  was bot h pol i t i cal  and of f i ci al . 

Moreover ,busi ness ai ms were anot her st i mul ant  t o Dari us f or perf ormi ng 

hi s purpose .(19) 

Through t he wri t i ngs of  Herodot us i t  i s real i zed t hat  

Dari us’t erri t ory i ncl uded ent i re sout h  regi ons of  I ndus,east  dry 

l ands of  t hi s regi on,and  Raj put ana. 

Al so,I ndus regi on i ncl uded present  day Punj ab.I n t he west  of  t he I ndus 

ri ver t o i t s mout h,i t  has nei ghborhood i n t he west  wi t h Gandara whi ch 

i ncl uded Ari a, Harat ,and rakhuzi a(Ghandhar).(20) 
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